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IN SENATE. 
Wepnespay, May 7, 1834. 


The VICE PRESIDENT presented a commu- | 


nication from the Secretary of the Treasury , trans- 
mitiing astatement ofthe salaries and compensation 
allowed to officers in the collection of the revenue, 
in compliance with a resolution of the Senate. 

The letter and accompanying documents were, 
on motion of Mr. SILSBEE, ordered to be printed. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr. PORTER presented a petition from Cap- 
tain Henry M.Sireve, the inventor of steam snag- 
boats. The petitioner states that he had been 
successfully engaged in removing obstructions in 


rivers flowing through the valley of the Missis- | 
sippi, and had opened a navigation in Red river, | 


particularly thought to be impractible, at a com- 
paratively trifling expense. 
mium of one thousand dollars had been offered by 


the Government to the inventor of a boat calculated || 


to effect these purposes, and that sum had been 
paid to an individual for a machine which had 
proved utterly useless. The petitioner did notask 
the reward for his successful invention in money, 
but merely for the privilege of locating hear the 
theater of his own enterprise, 25,000 acres of land 
at the Government price of one dollar aad twenty- 
five cents per acre. 


the Committee on Public Lands. 


REPORTS. 
Mr. SHEPLEY, from the Committee on En- 
grossed Bills, made a report. 


GENERAL ORDERS. 

The following bilis were read a third time, and 

assed: 

A bill for the relief of John Shackford; 

A bill appropriating $20,000 for a road com- 
mencing opposite to Memphis, in the State of 
Tennessee, to Little Rock, in Arkansas Territory; 

A bill for the relief of the heirs and legal repre- 
sentatives of John Rose, senior, deceased; and 

A bill for relief of Charles Burkham and others. 


RESOLUTIONS. 
The following resolutions were submitted by 
Mr. CLAY, and adopted: 
Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury 
be directed to report, as soon as practicable, to 


the Senate the amount of duties received and | 


accrued on foreign imports during the first quarter 
of the year 1834, with a table showing the com- 
parative amount of that quarter, and the corre- 
sponding quarter of the year 1833, and distinguish- 
ing between the amounts accrued or received at 
each port. 

Resolved, That he communicate to the Senate 
whether anything has happened since his annual 
report was made at the commencement of the pres- 


ent session of Congress, to vary, in his opinion, | 


the estimate contained in the said report, of the | 
proceeds of the duties on foreign imports for the 
year 1834. 


SPECIAL ORDER. 

On motion of Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, the | 
Senate proceeded to the consideration of the special 
order, being Mr. Pornpexter’s resolution, as | 
amended by Mr. Catuoun. 

Mr. WEBSTER spoke at length in favor of the 
resolutions as amended by Mr. CaLuowun’s reso- | 
lutions. 

Mr. BENTON then rose and spoke in reply, 
and against the resolutions and amendment. 

Mr. POINDEXTER said he had intended to | 
have delivered his sentiments upon this occasion, | 
but declined doing so from a wish to. get at the 
legislative business of the Senate, and asked that 
the question might be taken. 

Mr. WEBSTER asked that the question might 
be taken by yeas and nays; which were ordered. | 
Mr. FORSYTH asked that the question might 
‘ be taken separately ;and before doing so, he wished | 
to make some remarks in reply to the gentleman | 


from Massachusetts, [Mr. Wessrer.]} 


24 


He stated thata pre- | 


The petition was referred to | 


|| Mr. BROWN then, at a quarter past four 


o’clock, moved that the Senate adjourn; and upon 
this question 
Mr. CLAY asked for the yeas and nays, which 
were ordered, and the motion for adjournment 
negatived by the following vote: 
YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Bibb, Brown, Grun- 
dy, King of Alabama, King of Georgia, Linn, 


McKean, Shepley, Tallmadge, White, Wright— , 
9 


NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Black, Calhoun, Clay, 
Clayton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Hill, Kent, 
Knight, Leigh, Moore, Naudain, Poindexter, 
Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Silsbee, Smith, South- 


Waggaman, Wiikins—27. 
Mr. FORSYTH then spoke at some length in 
| reply to Mr. Wesster, to which Mr. W. rejoined; 


| the first resolution, to wit: 

Resolved, ‘That the protest communicated to the 
| Senate by the President of the United States as- 
| serts powers as belonging to the President which 
| are inconsistent with the just authority of the two 


when the question was taken on the adoption of 


ard, Sprague, Swift, Tipton, ‘Tomlinson, Tyler, || of cadets that have been admitted to the Military 


Houses of Congress, and inconsistent with the | 


| Constitution of the United States— 


vote: 


| Clay, Clayton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Knight, 
g y 
| Kent, Leigh, Moore, Naudain, Poindexter, Por- 
e , 

' ter, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, Silsbee, Smith, 
| Southard, Sprague, Swift, ‘lomlinson, Tyler, 
| Wagraman, Webster—228. 
NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Forsyth, 
Grundy, Hendricks, Hill, King of Alabama, King 
» > 


Tipton, White, Wilkins, Wright—16. 

‘The question recurring on the following resolu- 
tions, to wit: 

Resolved, That while the Senate is, and ever will 
be, ready to receive from the President all such 


and faws and the usual course of public business 


|| authorize him to transmit to it, yet it cannot recog- 


| nise any right in him to make a formal protest 
| against votes and proceedings of the Senate, de- 


| such protests on its Journals. 

Resolved, That the aforesaid protest is a breach 
| of the privileges of the Senate, and that it be not 
entered on the Journals. 


| any of its proceedings— 


mined by the same vote taken upon each resolu- 
tion separately, which was given upon the first 
| resolution. 


| The following resolution was submitted by Mr. 
HENDRICKS: 


bills. 

Mr. POINDEXTER gave notice that heshould, 
on Friday, call up the report of the committee on 
the Rhode Island contested election. 





The Senate adjourned. 


| HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
| Wenpnespay, May 7, 1834. 
| Mr. WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, from the Com- 


mittee on Claims, which was instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of making compensation to 
certain contractors for work done on the Cum- 


when it was 


Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be in- | 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making 
\| compensation to certain contractors who have | 


And decided in the affirmative by the following | 


On motion of Mr. WAGGAMAN, at 5 0’clock, | 


YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Black, Calhoun, || 


messages and recommendations as the Constitution | 


claring such votes and proceedings to be illegal and | 
| unconstitutional, and requesting the Senate to enter || 


applied to the Secretary of War for that purpose, 
for work done on the Cumberland road, east of 
Zanesville, in the State of Ohiv, or for materials 
furnished for said road. And, also, that the 
papers furnished by the engineer department, in 


certain cases enumerated, be referred to said com- 
mittee. 


Mr. EVANS reported a bill granting a pension 
tofIsaac Carter, and a bill granting a pension to 
John Iredell. Read twice and committed. 

Mr. GAMBLE obtained leave to submit the 
following resolution: 


Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to communicate to this House the whole number 


| Academy at West Point since its first organization 
| to the present time; how many are there at pres- 
| ent; the number that have graduated; how many 


have been commissioned, and are now in commis- 


| sion in the Army, and the number that is neces- 


sury to be kept there to supply the vacancies that 


| ordinarily occur in the Army; also, the number of 


supernumerary cadets, with the rank of lieutenant, 
who are in the pay of the Government and not in 
command. 

Mr. EWING asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to submit a resolution calling upon the 
Secretary of War for information relative to pen- 


' sions; and an objection being made, he moved 


of Georgia, Linn, McKean, Shepley, Tallmadge, || 
| that committee and printed. 


the suspension of the rules; which motion was 
rejected. 

Mr. MERCER, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, reported a resolution directing that the 
report of Charles Elhot, engineer of the State of 
Pennsylvania, in relation to the plan of the pro- 
posed bridge across the Potomac, be referred to 
Agreed to. 

The House resumed the consideration of the 
resolution submitted by Mr. Marois in relation to 
the deposites, together with the amendment offered 
by Mr. Corwin, declaring the reasons of the Sec- 
retary of the 'l'reasury for removing the deposites 
to be unsatisfactory and insufficient. 


Mr. GALBRAITH resumed his remarks in 


| reply to his colleague, (Mr. McKennan,] and in 
| support of the course of the Administration in 


Resolved, That the President of the United States 
has no right to send a protest to the Senate against || 


Was decided, yeas 27, nays 16; being deter- 


|| Resolved, That for the remainder of the session, | 
|| the Fridays and Saturdays of each and every week 
|| shall be devoted exclusively to the consideration of |, 


| 








| incomplete, it was necessary to extend it. 
| berland road, west of Zanesville, in the State of || 


Ohio, made a report, in part, which was read; 


| respect to the Bank of the United States. Mr. G. 


spoke, without concluding, till the expiration of 
the hour, when the Llouse proceeded to the orders 
of the day. 

The bill equalizing the representation of the 
Territory of Fiorida, and for other purposes, was 
read a third time and passed. 

The bill from the Senate to revive an act to grant 
preémption rights to certain settlers was taken up 
and postponed till Tuesday next. 

The bill to regulate the value of certain foreign 
silver chins was postponed till Tuesday next, and 
made the special order for that day. 

The bill to relinquish the reversionary interest 


| of the United States to certain Indian reservations 
| was postponed. 


The bill for the relief of Samuel Armstrong 
Bailey was read a third time and passed. 

A joint resolution for watering the Pennsylvania 
avenue was 4aken up. 


Mr. POLK moved its postponement till Tues- 


day, as the avenue had been well watered lately. 
Agreed to. 


CLAIMS ON FRANCE. 


The bill to extend the time for enabling the 
commission to carry into effect the convention 
with France was taken up. 

Mr. ARCHER explained the object of the bill. 
The term for which the commission was instituted 
was about to expire; and as its business was 
He 
referred the House, for a view of the state of the 
business of the commission, to a report from their 
secretary, which, at his request, was read from 
the Clerk’s table. At the same time he felt 
bound to inform the House that information was 
this morning received that the French Chamber 
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of Deputies had rejected the bill making appro- | whole contest between us and the French Govern- 


priations for carrying the convention into effect. || ment, on this point, was, at whose expense the 
|| copies should be furnished. 


The vote was a very nice one, and so far from 
rendering this bill unnecessary, it augmented its 
necessity. We ought not to present loose and 
indefinite claims to the French Government, but 
have them ascertained and proved in the most 
satisfactory manner. 

Mr. REED supported the bill on the ground 
that it was necessary to enable claimants to pro- 
cure papers frém France, which were necessary 
to the establishment of their claims. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON could, he said, speak 


with confidence of the assiduity of the commission | 


in their application to business. 


It was indispen- | 


rable to the claimants to be allowed ume to procure | 


documents from France. 

Mr. McKAY said he could satisfy the House 
that the bill was unnecessary. We had informa- 
tion, by letters from New York, that the French 
Chamber of Deputies had refused the appropria- 
tion by a vote of 168 to 176, and that two of the 
French Ministry had thereupon resigned. If this 
was true, and there was no doubt of it, would it 
be proper for us, on our part, togo on and attempt 
to prove the claims? It was also ascertained that 
a number of papers necessary to the prosecution 
of the claims, and which, by the convention, the 
French Government was bound to furnish, had 
been refused to us. Now, if the French Govern- 
ment had refused to fulfil two of the most essential 
articles of the treaty, it was equivalent to a decla- 
ration on their part, that they would execute no 

rt of the treaty. He hoped the subject would 
ce. postponed tor ten days, to see whether our 
information was true. If it should be ascertained 
that the French Government have refused to ex- 
ecute the treaty, there would be no propriety in 
continuing the commission. 

Mr. BURGES said, that one fact was disclosed 
by the proceedings in the French Chamber of 
Deputies on this subject, and that was, that it was 
absolutely necessary to ascertain the amount of 
the claims. The ground taken by the opponents 
of the appropriation in I’rance was, that the sum 
of twenty-five millions of francs was too large for 
our claims. It would be found, through the com- 
mission, that the amount of claims was three 
or four times larger than the sum allowed, even 


without interest, and that objection to the appro- | 


priation would be silenced. 


Mr. BARRINGER concurred entirely, he said, | 
with his colleague, [Mr. McKay,] in his views of 


the subject. We had acted prematurely in insti- 
tuting a commission before we had got possession 
of the materials upon which it was to act. For 


want of materials the commission had not been in | 


session half of the time since it was established. 
If we had first collected the materials, and then 


established the commission, its business would have | 


been despatched in twelve months; whereas it has 
now been two years in existence, and the papers 
were still to be got. He would like to know what 
assurance we had that it would be any better two 
years hence if we a this bill? His opinion 
was, that we ought to suspend the commission 
until France was ready to execute the treaty, and 
until the claimants were ready to present their 


claims, and then it could be revived, and the busi- | 
ness completed in from three to six months. He | 
moved to postpone the further consideration of the | 


subject tll Tuesday next, when lie hoped the 
House would suspend instead of extending the 
commission. ? 

Mr. WILDE said we might as well take the 


question now as next Tuesday; for nothing in the | 


interval was likely to transpire which would alter 
the opinion of the House. 
The motion to postpone was rejected. 


Mr. WILLIAMS moved to recommit the bill, | 


with instructions to limit the term of extension to 
six months. What assurance had we that the 
French Government would give up the papers at 


all? Next year we might have the same argument | 


for the prolongation of the commission, as now. 
It was useless for us to go on until it was ascer- 
tained whether France would execute the treaty 
or not. 


Mr. WILDE explained that the papers referred 


to were in possession of the Council of Prizes; and | 


it was not ta be expected that they would give up 


|| mollia tempora fandi, when they are induced to | 
extend that justice to each other which at other | 
| times may have been refused. 


Mr. WAYNE said the true question was, 
whether we should deprive ourselves of one of the 
means of coercing the payment of these long out- 
standing claims. If we suspended our action on 
the subject, we would enable the Chamber of 
Deputies or the King to say that it was unneces- 
sary for them to hasten their action. He was 
unwilling to do anything which would give coun- 


. tenance to the supposition, on the part of France, 


that the American Congress had abandoned the 
pursuit of theseclaims. The reason for the rejec- 
tion of the appropriation by the Chamber of Dep- 


uties had reference, he said, to the state of parties | 


in that body, the party opposed to the King and 
the Ministry having the eeuneey 

Mr. ARCHER remarked, that there was no 
difficulty with the executive department of the 
French Government on this subject; for it had 
manifested every disposition to comply with its 
engagements. He did not consider that we were 
authorized, by a mere rumor that the Chamber had 
refused the appropriation, to suspend our action 
in relation to the treaty. The rumor was an 
additional reason for passing the bill. It was not 


expedient to give the French Government an | 


opportunity to say that it was useless to send the 
document, because the board is suspended by our 
act. 

Mr. ADAMS said, the extension of this com- 


mission, either for six months or twelve months, | 


was a small matter compared with the importance 
of pursuing the proper course. The information 
which hed been given as to the vote of the Cham- 
ber of Deputies, furnished strong additional rea- 


sons for pursuing this course. In the jntercourse | 


between nations, relative to their difficulties, that 
pation which has right on its side must always 
presume that justice will be done. Especially it 


must be presumed that no nation will violate a | 


solemn treaty. The proceedings of the Chamber 
of Deputies, which had been referred to, were not 
a violation of the treaty. It was only a refusal on 
the part of one branch of the French Government 
to furnish the money to pay the indemnity at this 
time. Is this a sufficient reason for refusing to 
ascertain the extent of the Josses of our citizens? 
On the contrary, it was a strong additional reason, 
because if the French Government shall persevere 
in refusing to carry the treaty into effect, it gives 
us a rightto demand indemnity for the whole losses 
of our citizens, which would probably amount to 
a hundred millions of francs, instead of the twen- 
ty-five proposed to be paid by the treaty. The 
course of the Chamber of Deputies, therefore, 


| car sg 
| afforded the strongest reason for ascertaining the 


amount. He would prefer increasing the time to 
two years, rather than limiting it to six months. 
The difficulties which had arisen with regard to 
evidence would, probably, be disposed of, as well 
as all the other difficulties arising upon this sub- 
ject. In the intercourse between nations, there are 


He concluded by 


| expressing his hope that the amendment would 


not be adopted. 

Mr. WILLIAMS said, he had no doubt but the 
commissioners had faithfully discharged theirduty, 
so far as lay in their power. But it seemed there 

yas a difficulty for want of evidence, which the 
French Government had refused to furnish. The 
gentleman from Virginia [Mr. ArncneEr] intimates 
that it was no part of the duty of the Chamber of 
Deputies to furnish this evidence. This was true; 
but how was the obligation on the part of the Ex- 
ecutive Government of France? 

Mr. ARCHER said, he was not aware that any 
obstacle had been interposed by the Government 
of France to the procurtng of evidence. A ques- 
tion had been raised whether the French Govern- 
ment, or our own, should bear the expense of 
transcribing the archives necessary, but nothing 
prevented individuals from obtaining evidence but 
the expense. 


Mr. WILLIAMS. IftheGovernment of France || 


was not to blame, the individual claimants were, 
for the delay in not furnishing evidence. The 


in || question before the House was, whether the time 
theoriginals. But they did not refusecopies. The | 


should be prolonged by the bill six months or 


BE. 


| twelve months. His object was not to interpose 
_any delay, but to carry the whole subject forward 

_to the next session of Congress, when the facts 
will have been fully ascertained. Where the blame 
for delay belongs can then be known. 

Mr. REED said that in the law under which 
these commissioners were appointed as it wag 
originally reported, the time was fixed at three 
years. At the solicitation of the claimants, it wag 
reduced to two years. They had always been 
anxious to avoiddelay. The truth was, there wag 
no blame anywhere. It was impossible to tell 
until the cases were stated together, what evidence 
would be necessary. Sometimes there were a 
dozen or twenty separate claims arising out of dif- 
ferent shipments by the same vessel. Each of 
these claimants could not ascertain beforehand 
whether the proof of condemnation was suflicient. 

The question was then taken upon the motion 
of Mr. Witiiams, which was lost without a 
count. 

The bill then passed without a division. 


The bill supplementary to the act for carrying 
into effect the convention between the United States 
and the King of the Two Sicilies, was read a third 
time and passed. 

Various bills and resolutions upon the Speaker’s 
table were postponed; when the House took up 
the 

| APPROPRIATION BILL, 


Upon concurrence with the various amendments 
which had been made in Committee of the Whole. 

The amendment striking out the additional al- 
lowance of $500 proposed to be given to the Chief 
Clerk in the Department of State, was concurred 
in without a division. 

The item providing for an additional clerkship 
in the Department of State, which had been struck 
out in the committee, was then read. 

Mr. JARVIS expressed a hope that the House 
would not concur with the committee in this 
amendment. 

| Mr. ADAMS said he had no inclination to re- 
sume the debate which had occupied so much time 
in committee, but would ask the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

The amendment striking out the item was car- 
ried—yeas 90, nays 62. 

Various amendments of phraseology were also 
concurred in. 

The item appropriating $2,600 for supplying 
book-cases and fire-bags for placing papers in, in 
the Land Office, in a situation to be secured in case 
of fire, having been struck out in committee, the 
House concurred in the amendment. 

‘| ‘The item appropriating $2,500 for additional 

| clerk hire, to bring up arrears, &c., in the office of 
the Attorney General, in Ohio, Indiana, and Mich- 
igan, which was struck out in committee, having 
been read— 

Mr. POLK said the item was struck out on his 
motion, but subsequent information had satisfied 
him that the appropriation was necessary. He 
therefore hoped the House would not concur in 
the amendment. 

After a few remarks from Messrs. CLAY and 
| VANCE, the question was taken, and the amend- 
_ment non-concurred in without a division. 

Theitem appropriating $3,000 for compiling and 
printing the laws of the Territory of Arkansas, 
— was inserted in committee, having been 
read— 

Mr. HARDIN objected to its adoption, and de- 
manded the yeas and nays; which were ordered. 

Afrer a few remarks from Messrs. DUNCAN, 
E. WHITTLESEY, JOHN Q. ADAMS, and 

WHITE, the question was taken, and the amend- 
ment concurred in—ayes 126, noes 35. 

The amendment made in committee to the item 
appropriating $24,400 for expenses of intercourse 
with the Barbary Powers, providing ‘* that the 
commercial agent at Algiers be paid the same sal- 
ary as is now paid to the consuls on the Barbary 
coast,’’ was read. 

Mr. McKAY opposed this allowance. 


Algiers 


was now acolony of France, and no reason ex- 
isted for paying a consul or commercial agent 
there. 

Mr. J. Q@. ADAMS inquired under what au- 
ointment was made? 
R said, that by the existing laws, 


|| thority this a 
| Mr. ARC 
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a consulate was established at Algiers, with a || the compensation of all the civil officers of the | 


salary of $4,000 per year. The appointment of | 
such an officer would have been within the strict | 
letter of the law. But the condition and govern- 

ment of Algiers having changed, there was none- | 
cessity for this officer, and an agent was appointed 

under the authority which had always been exer- | 
cised by the Executive. He had been allowed | 
$1,200 per annum, instead of the $4,000 provided 

for the consulate by law. 
appointed by the Executive for making the infor- | 
mal negotiations with the Ottoman Porte, which | 


The agent who was | 


resulted in a treaty with that Power, had been | 


appointed by the same authority. 


Mr. ADAMS said this officer not having been 


appointed with the advice and consent of the. 
Senate, was not constitutionally appointed. The | 
intention of this proviso is to give this officer a legal | 


existence. The practice of appointing informal 
agents was coexistent with the Government; but 
this was not such a case, 

Mr.CHINN advocated the amendmentat length 
He contended that the appointment took place in 
the usual course, was necessary, and the proposed 
allowance was entirely reasonable in point of 
amount. 


Mr. JARVIS conceived the object of the amend- | 


ment was to raise the salary of an officer, who 
now received $1,200 per year, to $2,000. He was 
opposed to it in every point of view. 

Mr. WISE insisted that the appointment of this 
officer was not warranted by law, and was in viola- 
tion of the Constitution. Whatever might have 
been the practice heretofore, this officer could not 
be sustained upon principle. 
opposed to the amendment. 


He was, therefore, | 


r. BINNEY spoke in opposition to the con- | 


tinuation of this clause in the bill. 
Mr. ARCHER hoped the House would not 


concur with the Committee of the Whole in the | 


amendment. 

The question being taken, the committee refused 
to concur. 

The amendment appropriating $5,000 for an 
additional payment for the statue of Washington, 
was concurred in. 


The amendment for the payment of the balance | 


found to be due on settlement at the Treasury to 
the legal representatives of John W. Smith 
deceased, being under consideration— 

Mr. McK AY opposed it, and after explanations | 
from Mr. POLK, the clause wag laid aside for 
the present. : 

The next amendment, reducing the appropria- 
tion for completing the custom-house at New 
London, from $12,000 to $9,000, was taken up. 

After some discussion,in which Messrs. HUNT- 
INGTON, POLK, McKAY, PEARCE of Rhode 
Island, REED, CAMBRELENG, OSGOOD Me- 
KIM, BARBER, ELISHA WHITTLESEY, 
and PARKER, took part, 

Mr. H. EVERETT moved to amend theamend- 
ment, by striking out $9,000, and inserting $5,000; 
which motion was rejected—73 to 79. 

The question being then taken on concurring | 
with the Committee of the Whole in the amend- 
ment, it was decided in the affirmative. | 

The next amendment, reducing the appropria- | 
tion for erecting a custom-house at New Bedford 
from $13,000 to $8,000, was concurred in. 

The next amendment, reducing the appropria- 
tion for erecting a custom-house at Newburyport, 
was concurred in. 


Government, and of the members of Congress, 
which he had offered in committee, and had been 
rejected — 

W hen a motion was made to adjourn; but with- 
drawn, to permit 

Mr. MERCER to offer a resolution. 

Mr. M. asked the unanimous consent of the 
House to offer a resolution that the House adjourn 
from Thursday over to Monday, for the purpose 
of cleansing the Hall, and substituting matting for 
the carpets. 

An objection being made, the motion was not 
received. 


Mr. CONNOR moved an adjournment; which 


was agreed to—85 to 73. 
The House then adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Tuurspay, May 8, 1834. 


After the Journal had been read— 

Mr. KANE rose and asked leave to record his 
vote on the resolutions passed yesterday in relation 
to the President’s protest. Mr. K. said he was 
necessarily absent from his seat, not supposing the 
question would have been taken. 


Mr. CLAY TON remarked that he would be dis- | 


posed to accede to the wishes of the gentleman 
trom Illinois, but he thought important and inju- 
rious consequences might flow fromit. The same 


| request was made last session by a Senator from 


Virginia, to record his vote on the force bill, and 
was refused. 

Mr. MOORE also objected. He was refused 
liberty to record his vote on the same bill last ses- 
sion. 

Mr. KANE’S request, requiring the unanimous 
consent of the Senate, was refused. 


PETITIONS. 

Mr. BENTON presented a memorial from the 
city of Boston against rechartering the Bank of the 
United States, and against the restoration of the de- 
posites, and expressing the opinion that the affairs 
of the bank might be wound up without necessa- 
rily producing general embarrassment, or any evils 


'the apprehension of which should prevent the 


National Legislature from discharging a great debt 
to the present age, and to posterity, by permitting 
that institution to expire upon the limitation of its 
charter. He said that the memorial was very 
numerously signed, the letter which accompanied it 
stating the number at upwards of three thousand; 
and, from his information and belief, comprised a 
mass of intelligence and respectability which en- 
titled the opinions expressed to the highest regard. 
Mr. B. said that he fully concurred in all the sen- 
timents expressed by the memorialists, but that 


| he would only avail himself of the present occa- 


sion to present some considerations in favor of 


| the concluding sentiment expressed by the memo- 


rialists. 


That sentiment was the expression of a belief | 


that the affairs of the bank might be wound up, 
upon the expiration of its charter, without, neces- 
sarily, producing any general embarrassment to the 
community. ‘The belief, thus expressed, by a 


| body of citizens so numerous, so inteliigent, so 


|| respectable, inhabiting a great city, and possessing 


/ ample means to judge of the subject, and solemn- 


Mr. HIESTER moved an adjournment. Lost. | 


The House then concurred in the following 
amendments, without debate: 

To supply a deficiency in the contingent fund 
of the ease of Representatives, 
dollars. 


1] 
| 
| 

}| 


five thousand | 


For completing the compilation of the laws of | 


the Territory of Florida, two thousand five hun- 


For compensation to Robert Mills, one thousand 


dollars. 1 | 


the retirement of its notes from circulation. 


dred dollars. | 


For the completion of the marine hospital in | 
Charleston, one thousand one hundred dollars, || 
For compensating the legal representatives of || 


John W. Smith, deceased, nine hundred and ten 
dollars and twenty-four cents. 


The amendments made in 
Whole having been gone through with— 


|| 
|| eve of dissolution—that of creating trustees, and 


Committee of the | All corpora- | 


‘ly addressed to the National Legislature, was 


itself an argument, and a very strong one, in favor 
of the truth of their position. It was, however, 
susceptible of béing sustained by extrinsic arga- 
ments; and of these he would present one or two 
to the consideration of the Senate. 

The winding up of the affairs of the bank (Mr. 
B. said) would affect the community at two points, 
namely, the collection of debts due the bank, = 

e 
spoke first of the collection of these debts, and 
said, that, in addition to the two years allowed b 
the charter for che bank to use its corporate facul- 
ties in collecting its debts, and closing its affairs, 
the institution might take as much more time as it 
pleased, by having recourse to the ordinary and 
well-known alternative of all corporations on the 


putting its affairs into their hands. 


tions acted in this way that chose to do so. The 


Mr. VANCE renewed the amendment, reducing || first Bank of the United States had done so, and 


' gold and with silver. 


_of which was now exported. 
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had not finished the collection of its notes in @ 
dezen years after its dissolution. The present bank 
might act in the same manner, and was certainly 
bound to do so after the extraordinary manner in 
which that institution had increased its loans after 
it began to have reason to believe that its charter 
might not berenewed. There could, therefore, be 
no necessity fer oppressing the debtors to the bank 
by forcing them to pay up their loans at the expi- 
ration of the charter. The available means of the 
bank would enable it to pay up its deposites, and 
redeem its circulation, and the debts would chiefly 
be used for the reimbursement of capital to the 
stockholders; and as these debts, when secured, 
would be bringing an interest to the stockholders, 
they would have no other inducement than other 
creditors have to proceed harshly and rigorously 
against its debtors. 5 
On the next point—the withdrawal of the notes 
of the bank from circulation—he (Mr. B.) believed 
that the community need not to fear any necessary 
embarrassment from that measure. The amount 
withdrawn would probably be much less than was 
generally imagined, and the void, if any, might be 
filled, ought to be filled, and probably would be 
filled, with something very preferable to any de- 
scription of bank notes whatsoever. The bank 
had about seventeen millions of notes in circula- 
tion, and it had about eleven millions specie in ite 
vaults. The difference was about six millions; so 
that a diminution of six millions was all that the 
community had to apprehend, as the eleven mil- 
lions of specie now in the bank would all be paid 
out, either in refunding deposites, taking up notes, 
or returning the capital to the stockholders. A 
‘diminution of six millions is all, then, that will 
have to be provided for; and we have the facts in 
hand, (said Mr. B.,) which authorize us‘to affirm 
that this diminution will be far more than provided 
for by the importation of foreign specie. These 
importations tn the last five months—he might say 
four months, for some of the custom-house returns, 
especially that of New Orleans, were only to the 
first of April—these importations for that brief 
yeriod amounted to near eight millions of dollars. 
Sion this point he (Mr. B.) had the satisfaction 
to speak with certainty and precision; for the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury, Mr. Taney, with a view 
to ascertain the specie resources of the country, 
had given orders for weekly returns of specie im- 
ported and exported since the first of December 
last. ‘These returns presented the gratifying result 
of about seven millions eight hundred thousand 
dollars imported, and less than a quarter of a mil- 
lion, to wit, $229,918 exported. Here, then, was 
the void filled at once, or rather provided for, be- 
fore it occurred; and long before the expiration of 
the charter, the importations of specie and the pro- 


| duct of cur own gold mines, now estimated at two 
| millions per annum, will make up the ae 


not once, but three or four times over. Mr. 
said that a brief measure of legislation from Con- 
gress, if Congress could only find time to legislate, 


| would supply the country with an adequate cur- 
'rency of gold and silver—he alluded to the palpable 


object of raising the standard of gold, and making 
foreign coins current at their fair money value. 


| These measures, the work of a few days’ legisla- 


tion—if we could only spare a few days to the 
business of the people—would fill the country with 
They would increase the 
importations, great as the importations now were, 
and would retain in the country a great part of 
what was imported. They would also detain fo. 
circulation the mass of our native gold, the whole 
Mr. B. therefore 
held that the memorialists from Boston were well 


justified in expressing the opinion that the dis- 
solution of the bank, and the winding up of its 


affairs, would not, necessarily, produce any general 


| embarrassment to the people of the United States. 
| After a few more remarks, to show that the Bank 


|| of the United States had diminished the quantity 
| of circulating medium, especially in the South and 


| West, by collecting and — off more specie 
‘than she furnished notes, 
| making the usual motion to read, print, and refer 


r. B. concluded by 


the memorial. 

Mr. EWING replied to Mr. Benton. Mr. 
B. rejoined, and a conversational debate ensued 
between them. The substance of Mr. Benron’s 
remarks was as follows: 











eke 


re at big 
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* Mr.BENTON. He complained of the bank | 
dealing in coin, first, because it was a breach of | 
the charter; secondly, because it was a positive | 
injury to the country, converting the bank into a | 
great shaving shop for specie, and enabling it, by 
its capital and organization, to monopolize that 
article, to raise its price, to convert it into a com- 
modity of merchandise, and to export it from the | 
country. This was what the bank had done. Up 
to 1832 it had collected above forty millions of 
specie from the States where she had branches, 
and sold or exported a large portion of it. Ithad | 
collected the greatest part of this sum from the | 
South and West, say twenty-three millions up to 
May, 1832, and several millions since. In place 
of this specie carried off from the South and West, 
the bank had issued small notes and checks, chiefly 
five and ten dollar notes, and these had fallen into 
the current of trade, and flowed to the Northeast: 
so that the South and West lost both their specie 
and their paper by the operation of this bank. It 
may have issued fifteen or twenty millions of 
paper in the South and West, of which very litile 
now remained in those sections of the Union—per- 
haps not more than three or four millions—while 
the specie taken away certainly amounted to 
twenty-three millions two years ago, and probably 
amounted to thirty millions now. 

Certain it was, that near a million of specie was 
taken from New Orleans last winter, which cer- 
tainly depressed the money market there, and con- 
tributed to that depression in the price of flour and 
bacon which the Senator from Ohio [Mr. Ewine} 
mentioned a few daysago. Mr. B. did not com- 
plain of the specie which went &om New Orleans 
and the West in the course of trade. What was 
incident to commerce must be borne with, and is 
not to be counteracted by law. But he complained 
of the Bank of the United States for adding iis 
vast operations to those of commerce, and carry- 
ing off twelve or fifteen millions from New Orleans, | 
which that city ought itself to use and distribute 
through the channels of its own trade. These 
twelve or fifteen millions, thus taken off by the | 
bank, diminished the ability of the city of New | 
Orleans to purchase western produce, and was | 
thus an injury to the whole West. It also dimin- | 
ished the supply of specie at that place, from 
which place the western country received those | 
metals. Mr. B. repeated, it was not of the opera- 
tion of commerce that he complained, but of the 
operations of the bank, which had engaged in the 
specie trade in violation of its charter, and by its | 
capital and organization had deprived the South | 
and West of probably thirty millions of specie, 
substituting a large issue of small notes and checks 
in place of that specie; these notes and checks had 
chiefly gone off to the Northeast; and thus the 
South and West, by the operations of the bank, 
had suffered an actual diminution of more than 
twenty millions of their circulating medium. 

Mr. CLAYTON moved to reconsider the vote | 
refusing leave to Mr. Kane torecord his vote upon | 
the resolutions of Mr. Poinpexrer, as amended 
by Mr. Carnoun. 

Upon this motion some conversation occurred | 


between Messrs. CLAYTON, MOORE, FOR. || 


SYTH, and EWING, advocating the motion, and 
Messrs. PRESTON and CALLIOUN opposing it. 

Mr. CALHOUN objecting, leave was not 
granted. 

On motion of Mr. HENDRICKS, the special | 
orders were laid upon the table; and the Senate 
took up, in Committee of the Whole, the bill for 
the improvement and extension of the Cumberland 
road. 

This bill appropriates $652,000 to effect the ob- 
ject contemplated, and was discussed at length by 
Messrs. SOUTHARD, PRESTON, and HEN- 
DRICKS, upon the general principles of the bill. | 

Mr. SWIFT offered an amendment to the fourth | 
section ‘* thatas soon as the money hereby appro- | 
* priated shall have been expended, and the road 
* put in repair, it shall be surrendered to the seve- | 
* ral States through which it passes, and the Uni- 
‘ted States shall not be subject to any further 
* expenses for its repair.”’ 

The amendment was agreed to. 
The bill was then passed as in committee of the 
whole, and reported to the Senate, and the ques- | 
tion being on ordering the bill to be engrossed for 





_ THE CONGR 


Mr. PRESTON asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and are as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Ewing, Frelinghuy- | 
sen, Grundy, Hendricks, Kane, Kent, Linn, | 
McKean, Poindexter, Porter, Prentiss, Robbins, | 
Silsbee, Smith, Southard, Swift, Tallmadge, Tip- 
ton, Tomlinson, Webster—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Black, Brown, Forsyth, Hill, | 





King of Alabama, King of Georgia, Leigh, Moore, || 
Naudain, Preston, Shepley, Tyler, White—13. | 


REPORTS. 

Mr. SMITH, from the Committee on the Judi- | 
ciary, reported a bill without amendment, for the 
relief of thomas Blanchard. 
Mr. MOORE moved that the memorial of the | 


Legislature of Alabama, on the subject of school | 


lands, be printed; which was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. CLAYTON, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of executive business, 
and afier spending some time therein, 

‘The Senate adjourned. 


HIOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuvrspay, May 8, 1834. 


Mr. WATMOUGHI, from the committee to 
which had been referred the sulject of equalizing | 


the pay of the army and navy, moved that the bill, || 


and report heretofore made, be recommitted to the | 
same committee; which was agreed to. 

Mr. E. WHITTLESEY asked the consent of 
the Hiouse that several bills which had been sent | 
from the Senate, and lay upon the Speaker’s table, 
be read, and referred to the appropriate commit- 
tees; which was agreed to. 

‘be bills were read and referred accordingly. | 

Mr. SCHLEY, from the Committee on Invalid | 
Pensions, reported a bill granting a pension to | 
Samuel Shelmerdine; which was read twice, and 
committed. 

Mr. C. P. WHITE, from the Committee on | 
Naval Affairs, reported the following resolution: 

Resolved, ‘That one thousand additional copies 
of the amended Rules and Regulations ‘of the 
Navy, communicated by the President of the Uni- 
ted States on the 2d May, 1834, be printed for the 
use of this House. 

Which resolution, by the rules, lies one day on | 


the table. 


Mr. PEARCE, from the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads, reported a biil for the relief 
of the sureties of Thomas I’. Green; which was 
read twice and committed. - 

Mr. CHINN laid before the House a present- 
ment of the Grand Jury of the county of Wash- 
ington, relative to the county jail; which was re- | 
ferred to Committee on the District of Columbia. 

The resolution, heretofore offered by Mr. Mar- | 


|) Dis, relative to the deposites of the public money, 
, with the amendmentot Mr. Corwin, then came up. | 


Mr. GALBRAITH continued his speech, in 


reply to the arguments of his colleague, [Mr. Mc- 


Kennan,]} until the expiration of the hour appro- | 
priated to morning business. 


THE GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. 


The amendments proposed to this bill by Mr. 
Vance, for reducing the salaries of the President, 
heads of departments, and clerks in the public 
offices, heretofore discussed in Committee of the 
W hole, again came up. 

Mr. VANCE was not disposed to interfere with 
the duties of the committee whech had been raised 


/upon the resolution of the gentleman from Geor- 


gia, (Mr. CLayron,] relative to the duties and sal- 
aries of public officers. He must state that he did 
not expect much from it. He had seen five com- 
mittees raised for this purpose, but had not seen 
the salary of a single officer reduced. He believed 
the only mode of effecting this object was through | 
the appropriation bills. This is the only way in 
which retrenchment can be effected. In 1822a com- 


| mittee was raised called the retrenchment commit- 


tee. The labors of the committee resulted in nothing. 
But at the same session a clause was added to the 
appropriation bill by a gentleman from Tennessee, 
providing that the salaries of officers indebted to | 
the Government should not be paid until their ac- | 
counts were balanced. This additional clause has 


|| had a far more important effect than the labors 
a third reading— i 


of any committee on reform. The ground upon 
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which he rie this proposition to reduce the 
| salaries of officers of the Government was the 
increased value of money in consequence of the 
interference of the Government with the currency 
of the country. Had not this been done he would 


|| have been the last person to have proposed this 


reduction. He was satisfied that the amounts 
which would be received under the proposed 
amendment would be quite as valuable as the 
amounts received twelve months ago. Mr. V, 
then went into a comparative statement of the ex- 


|| penses of the four years of Mr. Adams’s adminis- 


' tration with those of the present Administration, 
| and contended that an increase of eighteen mijl- 
lions had taken place, and that the increase was 
going on. 

Mr. WARDWELL felt obliged to make a few 





_ remarks when assertions were made so entirely 


| variant from the facts as they had come under his 
observation. If the proposition had been to 
| reduce the salaries of such officers as now received 
too much compensation, as he was satisfied there 
| were some such, he would most cheerfully sup- 
| portit. But here an indiscriminate reduction of 
all salaries, whether adequate or inadequate, of 
from twenty-five to thirty-three per cent. is pro- 
posed to be made by a sweeping amendment to 
this bill, not because they were too high six months 
ago, but that the price of money had been raised. 
It has been stated, as the main fact upon which 
this proposition is based, that two-thirds of the 
amount of a salary is now equal as compensation 
to the whole six months ago. Do gentlemen be. 
lieve this statement? Cana single article of living 
be named which can be purchased cheaper than it 
could be six months ago? This ground of the 
/amendment was not true. The gentleman from 
Ohio (Mr. Vance] had compared the expenses of 
Government for several years. This had nothing 
to do with the amendment. The officers whose 
_ Salaries were included in the amendment were paid 
no more than they had been under the former Ad- 
| ministration. For himself, he was satisfied that 
| though some officers were paid too much, yet on 
| full examination, he believed there would be found 
necessarily rather an increase than a diminution of 
the salaries of the public officers here. He hoped 
the committee to which the gentleman from Ohio 
{Mr. Vance] belonged would thoroughly examine 
this subject. He could not, because a few indi- 
viduals possibly receive more than they were 
entitled to, supporta proposition fora generalreduc- 
tion of the compensation of officers, some of whom 
were not probably sufficiently paid. Tle believed 
the principle upon which the gentleman from Ohio 
{Mr. Vance] had proceeded was a mistake. If 
that gentleman would inquire into the facts, he 
would find that money, instead of being worth 
more, was not worth so much as at many former 
periods, and that the articles of living were dearer 
instead of cheaper. 

Mr. LEAVITT said the proposition of his col- 
league [Mr. Vance] was one of so much magni- 
tude and interest that he could not pass it by in 
silence. The amendment proposed a general and 
indiscriminate reduction of salaries. Heconsidered 
this proposition as objectionable both with regard 

| to the time and circumstances. This was an ap- 
propriation bill for the support of the Government. 
_Its consideration, for reasons which it was not 
| necessary to state, had been delayed to this late 
period of the session. The functions of the Gov- 
| ernment are in danger of being obstructed for the 
_ want of means for carrying them on. Under such 
circumstances a general and indiscriminate reduc- 
tion is proposed. To investigate such a proposi- 
| tion in a manner which its importance requires, 
would occupy weeks, if not months of discussion. 
|There had been no previous inquiry—no report 
from any committee. However powerful the in- 
tellectual endowments of gentlemen, it-was impos- 
sible for them to arrive at a correct decision upon 
|} sucha ees without knowing the facts. No 
one could say whether a public officer received too 
| much salary, without knowing his duties, and the 
expenses to which he was subjected. For one, he 
_ rejoiced that a committee had been raised for the 
purpose of ascertaining the facts. This committee 
were now engaged in their duties. He would con- 
gratulate his colleague [Mr. Vance] in holding a 
| place upon this committee, On this subject, at 
‘ Jeast there will be no cause for complaint that his 





1834. 


OC - = — — ee ae 
views will be fully represented. Before he could || seded the necessity of this amendment. They | 
vote intelligently upon this proposition, the report || were appointed to inquire what salaries were too 
of this committee was necessary. Butifareduc- || large, and what were too small, and if any were 
tion of salaries was to be made upon a general || foundto be either too large or too small, he would 
hypothesis, without ascertaining the facts, why || cheerfully vote for their increase and reduction. 


THE 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


a 











37 


tion were alone distressed, and it was their inter- 
est to make it appear that the country is distressed. 
The subject of the amendment was too important 
to be hastily decided upon. Believing that it was 
altogether an improper time to act on the subject, 


was it not extended to the judiciary, and the offi- 
‘cers of the army and navy? Why did not his 
colleague carry out the principle? 
possible to go into the details of the effect of the 
amendment. 


This salary was fixed at $25,000 in 1789. Is the 
pressure of the times greater now than in 1789, 
when we had just emerged from the war of the 
Revolution? The sages of that period of gloom 
and depression did not consider $25,000 to be too 


great an allowance for the Chief Magistrate of the | 


nation. Never, from that period until the present 
time had any proposition been made to reduce it. 
If such a reduction was necessary, there had been 
times when this necessity was more obvious and 
pressing than at this time. He did not propose 
going through the items of the amendment. He 


ad no doubt but there were instances in which | 
salaries should be reduced, but without informa- | 


tion he was not prepared to act. It was necessary 
to avoid paying too much on the one hand and too 
little on the other. Gentlemen might seek to ac- 
quire popularity by arguments in favor of reducing 


salaries, but the people will not fail to understand | 
that if salaries are fixed at too low a rate,none but | 


men of fortune can afford to accept them. Office 


would, in this mode, be thrown into the hands of | 
We had been told, asthe ground of this | 
amendment, that an extraordinary depression in | 
the value of all kinds of property had been caused | 


the rich. 


by theact of the Administration. He did not pro- 
pose to take issue upon these matters of fact, as he 
did not know the sources of information possessed 
by his colleague. 
went, the depression stated did not exist. 


Mr. L. then went into a detailed reply to the | 
statements of Mr. Vance, as to the increased ex- | 


penditure of the Government. He expressed his 
surprise that his colleague, who had been a mem- 
ber of this House for thirteen years past, had not, 


when his friends were in power, effectually en- | 


forced his views of reducing the salaries of public 
officers. 
colleague. But 
have introduced the principles of this amendment 


with much greater effect, while his political friends | 
composed a majority of the House and the Gov- 


ernment. 

Mr. VANCE briefly replied to his colleague. 
The reason that he had not extended his proposi- 
tion to the army and navy, was, that bills were 
already pending for regulating their pay; and he 
had not extended it to the judiciary because the 
Constitution did not permit us to do it, and, more- 
over, because he had no wish to do it. 


other office. He wished and intended to devote 
the remainder of his life to his occupation as a 
farmer. 


Mr. BATES expressed a disposition to continue | 


to public officers as good a compensation as they 
had heretofore received; but if money had appre- 


ciated, as he contended it had, it was proper to | 


reduce the salaries to the extent of that apprecia- 
tion. 


Mr. MILLER opposed theamendmentatlength. 
Mr. EWING spoke, at some length, in support | 


of the amendment. 


Mr. BYNUM was induced to believe, he said, | 


that gentlemen who proposed this amendment 
were not in earnest, and if they were, they cer- 


He would take the first item, pro- | 
posing to reduce the salary of the President, as | 
soonasit may be constitutionally done, to $15,000. | 


So far as his own knowledge 


He 4 og no unworthy motive to his | 
e could upon former occasions | 


He inti- | 
mated an intention, as we understood him, to | 
retire from public life, and declared he had no | 
desire to be Governor of Ohio, or to obtain any | 


| But notwithstanding the appointment of this com- 


‘| mittee, this amendment was pressed upon us, | 
It was not | 


before the result of its inquiry was laid before the 
House. 

Much had been said about the extravagance of 
this Administration. And from whom did these 
chargescome? If he was not mistaken, they came 
from one political party; and their object was to 

| produce pulitical effect. When those salaries were 
established, the country was as much depressed 
as it now is, forthen we had just emerged from a 
long war, and had not recovered from its depres- 
sion and embarrassments. In the judgment of the 
_ whole world, the country was never more happy 
than itis at the present time. Gentlemen must 
/have more regard for their consistency, if they 
wish to preserve their influence with intelligent 
people. He could not assent to the correctness of 
their position, as to the present state of the coun- 
try compared with its former condition. But for 


the agitations of politicians, we should be the hap- | 


piest people and least in need of making reductions 
in salaries, than any other in the world. Gentle- 
men told us that one dollar now was worth as 
much as two dollars were last year. He could not 
believe it was so. Had any member here found 


any reduction in his expenses? Were the products | 
of the country much reduced in price? The arti- | 


cle of cotton, which was the staple product of his 
part of the country, was as high as its average 
price for several years past. Pork, bacon, and 
corn were also as high now, within a cent or two, 
as usual. Much had been said, in regard to the 
increase of the expenditures of the Government. 
The increase of population must necessarily in- 
crease the expenses of the Government. The addi- 
tion of forty members to this House showed how 
rapidly the population of the country and its pub- 
lic expenditures must have increased. Look at 
our acquisitions of territory and say whether that 
has not called for increased expenditures. Twenty 
thousand miles had been added to the post office 
routes. Was this extravagance? Wasit not called 
for by the necessities of the people, and was it not 
ordered by them, through their representatives ? 
How could gentlemencome forward with charges 
against the Administration on account of these 
expenditures? 

Gentlemen ask on what principles the present 
Administration came into power. He weuld tell 
gentlemen what were the principles on which itwas 
supported in his part of the country, and would 
assure them that, in respect to those principles, it 


had fully met the expectations of its friends. It | 


was expected that it would put a stop to the ruin- 
ous extravagance of the system of internal im- 
provements; and it had doneit. It was expected 
that it would reduce the tariff; and it had been 
done. All had been done in this respect which 
could be done, and more than he had expected 
| would be done. It was expected to put a stop to 
the dangerous usurpations of the United States 
Bank, and had it not doneit?) There were many 
who encouraged the President in his first opposi- 
tion to the bank, and owed their popularity to it, 
who were now backing out. These were the prin- 
|ciples on which the Administration came into 
power. Never, in any part of the country, did he 
| hear it objected tothe late Administration that the 


_ Administration should reduce them. 
not conceive how gentlemen who had acquired 
| popularity by lauding the veto, could come here 
' and denounce the President for the very measures 


| a matter of fact. 


salaries of public officers were too high, and never | 
was it promised, or demanded, that the present | 
He could 


I} minnows. 2 at 
| seven thousand dollar gentlemen, he would with- 


and that it was rendered unnecessary by the ap- 
pointment of a committee to examine the subject, 
he should vote against the amendment. 

Mr. LINCOLN considered the proposition as 
too broad, and he could not vote for it. He was 
ready, however, to reduce such salaries as might 
be found to be too high. For many reasons it was 
his opinion that this bill ought to be laid on the 
table, to wait for some further legislation. If the 
bill passed, under present circumstances, the whole 

ecuniary concerns of the Government would be 
eft at the caprice, not the discretion, of one indi- 
vidual inthe Government. Untilit was ascertained, 
by law, where the ‘l'reasury is, he was unwilling 
to vote for the passage of the bill. He would not 
consent to reduce the salary of the Vice Presi- 
dent, but he would reduce the salaries of the Sec- 
retaries to the same sum which the second officer 
of the Government receives. If the question must 
be whether the amendment, as a whale; shall be 
adopted or rejected, he would vote for its rejection. 

Mr. CHILTON rose to inquire of the gentle- 
man from North Carolina, whether he meant to 
say that the President of the United States had 
made the various pledges which he spoke of to the 
country pending his election? He understood the 
gentleman to say that the President had pledged 
himself to the South to abolish internal improve- 
ment, t” reduce the tariff, and to put down the 
United States Bank. He listened to the declara- 
tion with surprise, because the views of the Presi- 
dent on those subjects were very differently repre- 
sented by his friends in the West. He referred 
particularly to General Jackson’s letter to Gov- 
ernor Rea. Mr. C. proceeded at some length, 
and concluded by remarking that he had nothing 
to say on the subject of the amendment. 

Mr. BOON rose to correct the gentieman as to 
The letter to which he referred 
was addressed, not to Governor Rea, but to the 
Senate of Indiana. 

Mr. BURD spoke briefly in opposition to the 
amendment. He wished to pay the public officers 
amply and liberally. There ought not to be a 
clerk in the Post Office without a salary of one 


| thousand dollars. 


Mr. EIARPER, of New Hampshire, did not 
rise to continue the debate. The economy and 
comfort of the House required that the question 
should be disposed of: He regretted that there 
was no way, according to the rules of the House, 
of getting the question on this amendment, with- 
out cutting off the subsequent amendments. He 
moved the previous question, but subsequently 
withdrew the motion. 

Mr. McK AY said he was in favor of an eco- 
nomical administration of the Government, but 
he should vote against the amendment, because it 
was inconsistent with other parts of the bill, and 
unnecessary, inasmuch as a committee of the 
House was engaged in inquiries as to the expe- 
diency of reducing salaries, and would, in due 
time, report. 

Mr. BARRINGER called for the question on 
each separate clause of the amendment. He was 
in favor of some of the items, but would not vote 
for the whole indiscriminately. Mr. B. explained 
that he had been misunderstood, as having made, 
when he formerly spoke on this subject, the charge 
against the clerks, as a body, of inefficiency and 
idleness. He had never made any such charges 
against the clerks, as a body. 

Mr. VANCE said he had no wish to fish for 
If he could not get hold of the six and 


tainly presumed much upon the ignorance of the 
House. The proposition was to curtail the salary 
of almost every officer of tie Government. It was 
very probable that some salaries were too high, 
and it was equally probable that others were too 
low; but it was proposed, at one blow, to reduce 
both those that were too high and those that were 
too low. But he doubted whether the gentlemen 
were in earnest, because he had appointed a com- 


which they had approved. || draw the proposition. The question on the first 
The gentleman from Massachusetts had lugged || clause, reducing the compensation of the Vice 
in the old cry about distress, the wonderful dis- President and heads cf departments was then 
‘tress of the country. Perhaps there might be || taken, by yeas and nays, and determined in the 
‘| more distress in the gentleman’s neighborhood | negative: Yeas 48, nays 141. 
‘| than in his. It seemed that all the minority were Mr. VANCE withdrew that part of the amend- 
‘distressed. But if the majority of the people were || ment relative to clerks; and called for the stion 
|| satisfied with the operations of the Government, | on the next clause of his amendment, which’ pro- 
why should we change them? It was extraordi- || poses to limit the emoluments of the collectors and 
.Mittee to inquire into facts as to each office the | nary for the minority toask the majority to yield | other officers of the customs. | F 
salary of which is proposed to be reduced. The | up their opinions and the governmentof thiscoun- | Mr. SUTHERLAND said it was in contempla- 
fact of the appointment of that committee, super- || try to them. The opponents of the Administra- | tion to equalize the emoluments of the collectors 
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would present a plan upon that subject at the next 
session of Congress. 

Mr. BARRINGER expressed himself in favor 
of this amendment in strong terms. 

Mr. PARKER said, this limitation would ex- 
tend only to a very few of the most important and 
reeponsible officers, and would not touch the great 
mass of custom-house officers. There was a strong 
necessity for a revision of the system of compen- 
sation. The emoluments of these officers should 
be such as to command the services of men of 
responsibility and high character. [He considered 
this proposition as totally inadequate. 

Mr. GILLET thought the proposed amend- 
ment out of place in the bill, which did not refer 
to the compensation of these officers, in any man- 
ner wiiatever. 

Mr. VINTON was satisfied that limitations and 
restrictions should be placed upon the bill. The 
expenditures of the last year had greatly exceeded 
the estimates. 

Mr. VANCE did not propose, by the amend- 
ment, to affect the emolument of any officer whose 
receipts were lees than $2,000. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said the gentleman from 
Ohio [Mr. Vinton] had alluded to the excess of 
expenditure over the estimates. If that gentleman 
would take the trouble to examine into the sub- 
ject, he would find that the House had added 

yetween three and four millions to the estimate, 
and that nearly four millions had been expended 
in pensions and other objects not embraced in the 
estimate. As to the proper compensation for offi- 
cers of customs, care should be taken that it be 
not fixed so low as gradually to introduce a sys- 
tem of frauds upon the revenue, as in some coun- 
tries in Europe. 

Mr. HARPER, of Pennsylvania, went into a 
detailed statement relative to the unnecessary offi- 
cers attached to the custom-houses, and the exor- 
bitant compensation they received. 

Mr. HARPER, of New Hampshire, was satis- 
fied that a system for regulating the officers of 
custom-houses should be adopted; but believing 
this was not the proper occasion, and that no 
further time could be spent in this discussion, he 
demanded the previous question; which he after- 
wards withdrew. 

Mr. GAMBLE moved that the House adjourn; 
which was negatived: Ayes 75, noes 89. 


which was lost. 

Mr. J. M. HARPER then renewed the call for 
the previous question, which was not sustained: 
Ayes 64, noes 101. 

On motion of Mr. McKENNAN, 

The House adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Frivay, May 9, 1834. 

Mr. KNIGHT presented the memorial of 2,228 
mechanics and others of the State of Rhode Island, 
raying the restoration of the deposites to the 
ank of the United States, and the recharter of 

said institution. 
After some remarks by Messrs. KNIGHT and 
ROBBINS, the memorial was read, and referred 


to the Committee on Finance, and ordered to be 
printed. 


Mr. WEBSTER, from the Committee on Fi- | 


nance, reported the bill from the House of Repre- 


- 7 
of the customs. The Committee on Commerce 
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but he was unwilling to embarrass the military | 


appropriation bill with a claim. 


Mr. BENTON explained the nature of the case. 


It was not properly a claim, but arrearagesof pay, 
to supply an outstanding deficiency; and it had 
been submitted by the Military Committee, in 
accordance with the recommendation of the Sec- 
retary of War, to incorporate it in the general 
appropriation bill, 

‘The amendment was disagreed to on a division: 
Yeas 11, nays 16. 

The rules being suspended, and the bill having 
been ordered to be engrossed, it was read a third 
time, and passed. 


Cumberland road was then read a third time, and 
passed, 


The VICE PRESIDENT presented a commu- 
nication from the Department of State, stating, 
that in compliance with the resolution of 1822, the 
Diplomatic Correspondence, from 1783 to 1789, 
had been printed, and made seven volumes, 8vo. 

The communication was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Library. 

The VICE PRESIDENT presented a commu- 
nication from the War Department, in compliance | 
with the resolution of the Senate of the 17th Feb- 
ruary last, transmitting a report from the Com- 
missioner of Pensions; which was referred to the 
Committee on Pensions. 


Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported a bill upon criminal jurispru- 
dence, authorizing the courts of the United States, 
in sentencing convicts in their courts to the several 
State Penitentiaries, to order that their treatment 
and discipline shall be the same as prisoners in 
the several institutions in which they may be sen- 
tenced toundergoconfinement. The bill wasread 
a first and second time. 

Mr. CLAYTON, from the same committee, re- 
ported a bill from the House of Representatives, 
with an amendment, relative to insolvent debtors. 
The amendments were ordered to be printed, and 

Mr. C. gave notice that he should, at an early 
day, move to take it up, probably Monday next. | 

Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on 

| Pensions, reported a bill for the relief of John 
Hagey. 
Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN, agreeably to notice, 


| called up the joint resolution authorizing the pur- 
Mr. WILLIAMS moved the House adjourn; | 


chase of thirteen copies of American State Papers, 
published by Gales & Seaton; which was read a 
second time. ’ 

Mr. SHEPLEY, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, reported a bill for the relief of Walter 
Loomis and Able Gay. 

Mr. BENTON gave notice that he should to- 


| morrow ask leave to introduce a bill for the relief 


of Colonel Woolley. 


The Senate then took up the resolution to meet 
at eleven o’clock for the remainder of the session. 

Mr. GRUNDY objected to the adoption of the 
resolution. The Post Office Committee, of which 
he was chairman, were engaged ina most labo- 
rious and extensive investigation, and the time 
now afforded them was scarcely sufficient for the 


| purpose; and if they were compelled to meet in 


sentatives making appropriations for the army for | 


the year 1834, with two amendments; and moved 
that the Senate proceed to its consideration; which 
wae agreed to. 

The amendments were an appropriation of 
ee to certain Michigan militia, to compensate 

or the expenses of the late war with Black 
Hawk. 

Also, $700 to Captain McGeorge’s company of 
Indiana militia, for services in the same war. 

The bill being considered as in committee of the 
whole, these amendments were agreed to. 

Ma. BENTON then offered an amendment, 
appropriating $968 79 for arrearages of pay and 
subsistence to Colonel A. R. Woolley. 

Mr. WEBSTER had no objection to the item; 
but he thought it a case of claim, and preferred that 
it should be made the subject of a private bill. 


Mr. TIPTON was not opposed to theallowance, | 


| session at eleven, it would be impossible for them 
to do what was necessary, or expected of them by 
the Senate. 

Mr. TIPTON’S object was to facilitate busi- 
ness, and he thought most of the business now to 
be acted on was in the form of bills; but he had 
no objection that the resolution should be laid on 
the table. 

On motion of Mr. EWING, the resolution was 
laid on the table. 

The resolution setting apart Fridaysand Satur- 
days during the remainder of the session for the 


consideration of private bills exclusively, was. 
taken up for consideration; and after some conver- | 


sation between Mr. WEBSTER and Mr. HEN- 
DRICKS, it was adopted. 


formation from the State Department, wit 
to the Superintendent of the Patent Office, was 
taken up and adopted. 

The Senate then proceeded to consider the bill | 
authorizing the people of Michigan Territory to 
form a separate State government. 


Mr. EWING moved to lay the bill on the table, 


it ma 
The resolution of Mr. EWING, online for in- | 
regard | 
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as the Senate was thin, and the subject was im- 
portant. 

Mr. TIPTON urged its consideration without 
delay, and asked the yeas and nays on the motion; 
which were ordered, and are as follows, to wit: 

YEAS—Messrs. Brown, Calhoun, Clayton, 
Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Knight, Naudain, Porter, 
Prentiss, Robbins, Silsbee, Smith, Southard, and 


| Sprague—14. 


NAYS—Messrs. Bell, Benton, Black, Grundy, 


| Hendricks, Hill, Kane, Kent, King of Georgia, 


Linn, McKean, Shepley, Swift, Talimadge, Tip- 


| ton, Tomlinson, Webster, White, Wilkins, and 
| Wright—20. 
The bill for the preservation and repair of the | 


So the motion was decided in the negative; and 
the bill, and also an amendment submitted as a 
substitute for the whole bill, were then considered. 

Mr. TiPTON said he would not disguise the 
fact, that he felt more than an ordinary solicitude 
for the passage of the bills permitting the people of 
Michigan and Arkansas Territory to form consti- 
tutions, and for their admission into the Union of 
the States. His anxiety was increased by having 
had charge of their applications from an early 
day in the session. 

it would be recollected by the Senate that he 
introduced bills, for their admission, some months 
ago. These bills were referred to a select com- 
mittee, of which he had the honor to be chair- 
man. The committee was divided in opinion, and 
the subject was suspended by circumstances be- 
yond his control, for months, and finally a ma- 
jority of the committee instructed him to report an 
amendment to strike out the bill from the enacting 
clause, and insert an amendment authorizing the 


| taking of the census. The census thus taken is 


to be laid before Congress at its next session. 
This amendment, if adopted, would be dilatory 
in its effects, and would postpone the decision 
one year To this he hoped the Senate would not 
give its sanction. He had prepared an amend- 


/ ment authorizing the taking of the census by the 


United States marshals for each Territory; and if 
there are 47,700 inhabitants, federal numbers, in 


| both or either Territory, the Governor is to lay 


off districts, and order an election of delegates to 
form a constitution. What could be said in favor 
of ene of these Territories might as truly be-said 
of the other, and hisamendment, if adopted, placed 
the admission of both on equal grounds, depend- 
ing on the contingency of each Territory having 
47,700 inhabitants, the same population that en- 
titlesa like number to a Representative in Congress 
from the other States. He was ata loss to see 
how the Senate could reject a proposition, in itself 
sojust. The ordinance of July, 1787, for the gov- 
ernment of the territory northwest of the Ohio 
river, may be called the foundation of good gov- 
ernment in that country. This ordinance provides 
the means of education, regulates the descent of 
property, and holds out inducements to young 
men to emigrate to the West. Article five pro- 
vides that the northwest territory shall be divided 
into not less than three, nor more than five States, 
as Congress might deem proper. The western 
State to be bounded by the Mississippi, the Ohio, 
and Wabash, and a due north line from post St. 
Vincennes to the Canada line. The middle Sta‘e 


| bounded by the north line, the Wabash, the Ohio, 


and a line drawn due north from the mouth of the 


| Great Miami. The eastern State by the last-men- 


tioned north line, the Ohio, Pennsylvania, and the 
Canada line; and each State to be not less than 
100, nor more than 150 miles square. The ordi- 
nance also provides that Congress shall change 


| the boundaries of these States, if found expedient, 


and to form one or two States north of an east and 
west line drawn through the southern extremity of 
Lake Michigan. And whenever any of the said 
States shall have 60,000 inhabitants, it shall be 
admitted into the Union on an equal footing with 
the original States in all respects whatever. The 
same ordinance also goes on to say, that so far as 
be consistent with the general interest of 
this Confederacy, States may be admitted at an 
earlier period, and with less number, than 60,000. 
In 1805, the Territory of Michigan was organized 


- north of an east and west line drawn through the 


southern point of Lake Michigan. The three 
first-mentioned States, Ohio, Indiana, and Illinois, 


| have been admitted; and in forming the State of 
‘ Indiana, ten miles were taken off the south of the 





sas both at the same time 


govern ment. 


I find, on examining the population of other |, 
Territories that have been admitted, that the terri- | 


tory south of the Ohio, now State of Tennessee, 
had a population of— 


Population. Year. Admitted. 
Tennessee..... 00s 088,701 1790 1796 
Obes sie ss 206s. EBS 180 1803 
Louisiana....... «  -20,845 13810 1812 
Indiana, about... ...50,000 1816 1816 
Mississippi........ 40,352 1810 1818 


Kentucky, Alabama, Maine, and Missouri, 
when admitted, had less than Michigan and Ar- 
kansas. Five Territories were admitted on less 


e pegans than these Territories have, and four |, 
’ 


ad a greater population. 


Arkansas had 41,000 one year ago, and Miller 


county was notincluded. 

It is not matter of surprise that the people of the 
Territories should be anxious to form Siate gov- 
ernments, Thisis always the case. The Federal 


officers in the Territories depend upon the Presi- | 


dent and Congress for office and for emolument, 


and not on the real sovereign, the people; and, in_ 
his opinion, the people acted wisely in submitting | 


to the burden of State government for the dearest 
rights of freemen—that of choosing their rulers. 
The people of that Territory made application 


to the last Congress, but it was not acted on. | 


Their Legislative Council sent us a memorial, and 
Mr. T. hoped the Senate would no longer neglect 
to do these people justice. 

The tide of population, like the tide of our Mis- 
sissippi, (he said,) was continually rolling west- 
ward; nothing could prevent it. We might retard 
the growth of the West, by refusing them the pro- 


tection of our laws; but it would progress west- | 


ward to and beyond the Rocky Mountains. 


A large proportion of the emigrants of this day | 
were graduates from your colleges in the eastern | 


States, and nothing was so animating toa young 
adventurer as to know that, as soon as he locates 


in a western Territory, it will be admitted into the | 
Union, and that he will be eligible to the highest | 


office in the State. 
Mr. T. said we might as well undertake to stay 
the hand of time as to prevent the growth and 


power of the freemen that will inhabit the valley | 
westof the Alleghany Mountains, and between the | 


great Lakes and the Gulf of Mexico. 

Already a settlement on the west bank of the 
Mississippi, north of the State of Missouri, has 
laid on our tables a petition, praying Congress to 
extend the protection of our laws over that coun- 
try. 

We owe it to our constituents, to our country, 


with our population and the extension of our set- 
tlements; and he hoped, before Congress adjourns, 


we will authorize the admission of Michigan and | 


Arkansas, and form the territorial government of 
Wisconsin. In this Territory the Indian title has 


been extinguished to twelve millions of acres of | 


land that will soon be in market. 


bill, but the question of settling the northern bound- 


ary line of Ohio was before the Judiciary Commit- | 


tee, and he thought this bill ought not to be passed 
till that was settled. 
Mr. BLACK said he saw no provision in the 


bill exempting the public lands from taxation for | 
five years. There were also some other amend-. 
ments not in the bill, which he deemed it very | 


proper should be put in it. 


Mr. TIPTON said he had no objection to any 


amendments which might be thought proper. 
On motion of Mr. CLAYTON, the biil was 
then laid on the table for the present. 
EXILES FROM POLAND. 
The Senate then proceeded to consider the bill 


| Porter, 
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Michigan Territory, and added to Indiana. The | 
bill now proposed to admit Michigan and Arkan- | 
In 1832 the question | 
of applying for admission was submitted to the || 

eople of Michigan. They decided, by a very | 
Cia majority, in favor of establishing a Sate || 


Mr. LINN then moved an amendment to insert || sas, was, On motion of Mr. POINDEXTER, 


‘¢ Missouri,’’ so as to authorize the location in that 
State, if the President shall think proper. 

Mr. POINDEXTER said that these exiles pre- 
ferred a location in a non-slaveholding State. 

Mr. LINN remarked that his wish was not to 


restrict these persons; he rather wished to give 


them a greater latitude for their choice. 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. KANE was opposed to the bill. In its 
present form it would authorize a location on the 
Galena lead mines. He did not approve of the 
preference given to these people over our own cit- 
izens, and he, for one, was unWilling to make the 
discrimination. He therefore moved an amend- 
ment, confining the location * to lands subject to 
sale at private entry.”” 

The amendment was not agreed to. 

Mr. HENDRICKS was opposed to the bill. 


| He was willing to sell these persons the land ata | 


minimum price on a long credit, but not to give 
it tothem. A case of foreigners, similarly circum- 
stanced, existed in Indiana. A large number of 
emigrants from the cantons of Switzerland settled 
there, in the most abject poverty, and having 
devoted themselves to the cultivation of the vine, 
by industry and rend they had accumulated a 
respectable property. He merely suggested the 


plan of sale, on extended credit to the chairman | 


of the Committee on Public Lands 
Mr. PRESTON and Mr. SHEPLEY madea 


few remarks, the former in favor, and the latter | 
| against the bill; when it was ordered to be engrossed 


for a third reading. 


GENERAL ORDERS. 


The bill changing the boundary lines of land 
districts in the ‘lerritory of Michigan was read 
and referred. 

The bill supplementary to the act entitled ‘* An 
act to carry into effect the convention between the 
United States and his Majesty the King of the 
Two Sicilies, concluded at Naples, on the 14th of 
October, 1832,’’ was referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Relations. 


The bill to extend the timeailowed for the com- | 


mission to carry into effect the convention with 
France, was,on motion of Mr. WEBSTER, laid 
on the table. 

The bill to equalize the representation of the 
Legislative Council of the Territory of Florida 


| was read and referred. 


The following bills were considered in Commit- 
tee of the Whole, and reported to the Senate: 

A bill for the relief of Luther L. Smith; and 

A bill for the relief of Coleman Fisher. 

Here Mr. LINN mede an unsuccessful motion 
to postpone the previous orders, and take up the 
bill for the relief of sundry citizens of the United 
States who have lost property by the depredations 
of certain Indian tribes. 

The bill to provide for the legal adjudication 


|, and settlement of the claims to land therein men- 
and selves, that our legislation should keep pace | 


tioned, was taken up. 

Upon the consideration of this bill a consider- 
able debate ensued. 

Mr. SHEPLEY moved to amend the bill by 


upon which the yeas and nays were ordered. 
YEAS—Messrs. Forsyth, Grundy, Hendricks, 


| Hill, Kane, King of Alabama, King of Georgia, 
Mr. CLAYTON said he had no objection to the | 


Linn, Moore, Preston, Shepley, Tipton, Tyler, 
White, Wilkins, Wright—16. 

NA YS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Clayton, Ew- 
ing, Frelinghuysen, Keut, Naudain, Poindexter, 
Prentiss, Rebbins, Smith, Southard, 
Sprague, Swift, Tallmadge, Tomlinson, Wagga- 
man, Webster—19. 

The question was then put upon ordering the 
bill to be engrossed, and decided by yeas and nays 


|| as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Calhoun, Clay- | if practicable. 


ton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Grundy, Hendricks, 


|| Kane, Kent, King of Alabama, King of Georgia, 
| Knight, Linn, Naudain, Poindexter, Porter, Pren- 


tiss, Preston, Robbins, Siisbee, Smith, Southard, 
Sprague, Swift, Tomlinson, Waggaman, W ebster, 


375 


ee ee 
as —_— 


under instructions from the Committee on Public 


| Lands, indefinitely postponed. 


On motion of Mr. CALHOUN, it was 

Ordered, That when the Senate adjourns, it 
would adjourn to meet on Monday. 

On motion of Mr. HENDRICKS, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Frivar, May 9, 1834. 


Mr. H. EVERETT moved that the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union be dis- 
charged from the further consideration of the bill 


| to provide for the appointment of agents and sub- 


agents for the Indians, and that it be referred to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. 

Mr. BARRINGER objected, for the reason that 
a quorum was not present; and remarked, that he 
would either move a call of the House or an ad- 
journment. He moved that the House adjourn; 
upon which the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question having been taken, the motien to 
adjourn was rejected, yeas 12. 

Mr. H. EVERETT'S motion was then put, and 
prevailed. 

Mr. HAWKINS obtained the consent of the 


| House to present four memorials, signed by a 


large number of the inhabitants between Oxford, 
in the county of Grenville, and State of North 
Carolina, and Clarksville, in the State of Virginia, 


| praying the establishment of a post route; which, 
| on his motion, were referred to the Committee on 


the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. H. EVERETT moved that the Committee 
on Indian Affairs have leave to sit during the sit- 
tings of the House next week. Agreed to. 

Mr. ASHLEY obtained leave to present several 
private petitions. 

Mr. REED, on leave, offered a private petition. 

Mr. PARKER, on leave, offered a resolution 
relative to a post route; which was agreed to. 

Mr. MciNTIRE, from the Committee on 
Claims, reported a bill for the relief of William 
Baker. Read twice and committed. 

Mr. ALLEN, of Virginia, from the Committee 
on the District of Columbia, reported a bill further 
to amend the act incorporating the Chesapeake and 
Ohio Canal Company. Read twice and committed. 

Mr. WHITE, of New York, from the Commit- 


\! tee on Naval Affairs, aa a resolution for the 


printing of one thousand extra copies of the Rules 


| and Regulations of the Navy, communicated to the 
| House by the President on the 21 of May. 


Mr. McKAY asked what reason there was for 
printing an extra number? Healso remarked that 
he was opposed to this system of giving up to the 
President authority to make laws. 

Mr. WHITE replied that a joint resolution was 
passed at the last session, requesting the President 
to prepare rules and regulations for the Navy, end 


| they were prepared under the direction of a board 


constituted for the purpose. The object of print- 
ing them was to distribute copies among the offi- 


; : ; ~ ©Y | cers of the Navy, that we might learn their views 
allowing testimony to be taken in courts of justice; | 


upon what so nearly concerns their interest and 
comfort. 

Mr. McKAY moved the postpenement of the 
resolution till Saturday. Lost. 

Mr. J. @. ADAMS asked whether an extra 
number ltd not been ordered to be printed when 
the message was received ? 

Mr. WHITE said that only the usual number 
had been ordered to be printed. An extra number 


_ was proposed for the information of the officers 


generally. 

Mr. ADAMS asked whether it was intended to 
act on the subject at the present session? 

Mr. WHITE replied that it would be acted en, 


Mr. ADAMS did not think (he said) that the 
| views of the officers could be obtained in sufficient 
time to be available for the present session. If 
there was any use in printing the copies, he would 
not object to it. There was a law once passed 


ranting a township of land tocertain Polish exiles. || Wi!kins—29. ; ‘| here, in three lines, adopting a code of regulations 
Mr POINDEXTER moved to amend the bill , . NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Forsyth, Hill, Moore, || forthe Army, beforea ps oS shoe of the House 
by requiring one settler for every five hundred | Shepley, Tallmadge, Tipton, Tyler, White, 


| had read a word in thecode. The consequence was 
acres, instead of three hundred, as provided for in |, Wright—10. 


| that, at the next session, the law was repealed. 
the bill; which was agreed to. The bill for the relief of Joseph Clift, of Arkan- | He hoped Congress would not act in the same 
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manner in the present case. 
of the Navy would be taken into the serious con- || 
sideration of the House, and unless we suspend || 
our action on this subject till the next session, | 
there would be no use in printing the extra copies. 

Mr. REED said, many of the officers had writ- || 
ten to members of the Reuss for copies of the | 
proposed regulations, and he thought they ought 
to have them. ‘The object was important and the || 
expense small. 

r. WILLIAMS was as anxious, he said, as 
his colleague could be, to prevent unnecessary ex- | 
pense, and would concur with him in opposing the || 
exercise of legislative authority by the Executive, 
but this was not now the question. It was neces- 
sary that every officer should have acopy of these | 
rules, and it was improper to put them at the | 
expense of printing them for themselves. They | 
were not yet adopted, but it was probable that 
they would be, without much further alteration. | 
He felt that he could discharge his duty better on 
the subject, after learning the opinions of the offi- | 
cers of the Navy. 

Mr. WHITE read the act under which the rules 
and regulations had been proposed. 

After which, the resolution was agreed to, with- 
out a division. 

On motion of Mr. GAMBLE, the House took 
up his resolution, calling for information concern- 
ing the Military Academy, for consideration, when 
Mr. G. proposed a modification of the resolution. 

Mr. CONNOR suggested that the sume infor- 
mation had been called for on motion of the gen- | 
tleman from Kentucky, (Mr. Jounson.] 
Mr. GAMBLE said, the same information in 
substance had been called for, but by a resolution || 
which had not been acted upon. 

The SPEAKER said, the resolution was not, | 
therefore, in order. 

Mr. GAMBLE withdrew the resolution. 

Mr. BANKS, from the select committee on elec- | 
tions, made a geporton the part of the minority of 
that committee, and counter to the report of the 
majority. Ordered to be printed. 

Mr. VINTON, from the select committee on 

atents, reported a bill to erect a fire-proof build- 
ing for the Patent Office, and for other purposes, 
Read twice and committed. 

Mr. WHITE, of Florida, on leave, presented a 
private petition. 

Mr. CAVE JOHNSON moved the reconsidera- 
tion of the vote by which the bill for the relief of 
Samuel A. Bailey was passed; which was agreed | 


to. 

Mr. JOHNSON offered an amendment to the 
bill; which was agreed to. 

Mr. POLK asked the unanimous consent of the 
House to proceed to the consideration of the gen- 
eral appropriation bill; and an objection being | 
made, Mr. P. moved that the rules be suspende 
for the purpose of taking up that bill; which mo- | 
tion seeuliel. 

The question being on the following clause of || 
the amendment offered by Mr. Vance— 

‘* And in no case shall the compensation, by | 
‘salary, fees, or otherwise, be permitted to ex- 
* ceed—of a collector, three thousand dollars per | 
‘annum; of surveyors and inspectors, two thou | 
‘sand five hundred dollars per annum, and of | 
‘ weighers, gaugers, markers, appraisers, and all || 
* others connected with the collectors of the cus- | 
* toms, two thousand dollars per annum” — 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

The question being taken, it was determined in | 
the affirmative: Yeas 85, nays 79. 

So this clause was adopted. 

Mf. VANCE then withdrew the remainder of 
his amendment. 

Mr. WHITE, cf Florida, moved to amend the 
bill by inserting an appropriation for the compen- 
sation of the judgesof Florida Territory, for special 
duties in the adjudication of land claims, under 
the act of May, 1828, for the years 1833 and 1834, 
$3,200. 

Mr. W. explained the grounds of this amend- 
ment. 

Mr. POLK, the chairman of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, explained the provisions on | 
this subject already cahpaal by the bill— 

When a discussion arose upon the propriety of 
making the allowance contemplated by the amend- 
ment, in which Messrs. WHITE of Florida, Mc- | 


He hoped the affairs || KAY, WAYNE, WILDE, and GAMBLE, | 


| middle and western districts for 1833, $1,600, and 


| ment by striking out the contingent clause. 


_ ery. Unless, therefore, this provision be adopted, | 


| vigilance, and circumspection, was necessary to 
| be exercised, when part of a cargo consisted of 


_ sion for inquiring where the Treasury is. Mr.S. 


participated, when 
Mr. WHITE modified his amendment, so as to | 
include the extra allowance for the judges of the | 
a contingent allowance for 1834. 
Mr. GAMBLE moved to amend the amend- 


Mr. WHITE accepted the modification. 

After some further discussion between Messrs. 
McKAY and WHITE, the amendment was | 
adopted, as amended: 

Ayes 84, noes 48. 

Mr. WHITE also moved to amend the bill by | 
adding an item appropriating $1,000 to defray the | 
costs of certain suits against the United States. 

After some explanation between Messrs. Mc- | 
KAY and WHITE, the amendment was adopted 
without a division. 


Mr. SUTHERLAND moved that the following | 


section be added to the bill: 
** And be it further enacted, That the Secretary | 


| ©of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, authorized | 


‘ to pay to the collectors, naval officers, surveyors, | 
‘clerks, gaugers, weighers, provers, markers, and | 
‘measurers, of the several ports of the United 
‘States, out of any money in the Treasury not 
‘ otherwise appropriated, such sums as will give | 
‘to the said officers, respectively, the same com- | 
‘ pensation in the year one thousand eight hundred | 
‘and thirty-four, according to the importations of | 
‘that year, as they would have been entitled to | 
‘receive, if the act of the fourteenth July, eigh- 
‘teen hundred and thirty-two had not gone into 
‘ effect.”’ 

Mr. 8. felt that a few remarks by way of ex- 


a were necessary, after the vote which | 
1 


ad been given this morning. He was able to | 
satisfy any gentleman that, unless this provision 
was made, the collector of Philadelphia, instead of | 
receiving $3,000 per annum, to which he was re- 
stricted by the amendment which had been adopted, | 


would, in fact, be more than $3,000 out of pocket. | 


That collector was allowed by law a commission | 
on the duties of three-eighths of one per cent., } 


which amounted the past year to $6,300. The 


| official fees amounted to $2,900. These together | 


amount to $9,200. Now, the collector is obliged | 
to pay in clerk hire $12,200, and $700 for station- | 


} 


the collector of Philadelphia would not get any | 
compensation whatever. He mentioned thisas an | 
illustration of the necessity for the amendment. 
It has been the desire, for some time past, of the 
Committee on Commerce, to arrange a general 
system of regulation on this subject. A mass of 
materials had been collected for this purpose, which 
had been unfortunately burnt. Papers were now 
in the progress of being obtained, which would 
shed the necessary light on this important branch 
of our revenue system, to enable a proper law to 
be framed. 

Mr. CLAYTON said, it was well known that 
the House had raised a committee in consequence 
of a resolution introduced by himself, for the pur- 
pose of inquiring into the propriety of reducing 
salaries and abolishing offices. During a recent 
visit to New York, he was informed of certain 
facts relative to the collection of the customs 
there, which induced him to warn the House not 
to grope in the dark. There had been a great 
increase of officers there since 1828. Mr. C. gave 


way to 
Mr. SUTHERLAND, who said that more care, 


goods free of duty. The officers of customs, in 
this country, were men of high character and | 
respectability. He hoped no measures would be 
taken, which might, by any possibility, tend to 
lower this standard, and place them on a footing 
of those in Europe. Unless a fair compensation is 
given them, they cannot discharge their duties. If 
the revenue is not collected, there will be no occa- 





went into a detailed statement showing the pro- 
priety of the amendment. 
Mr. POLK requested that a letter from the Sec- 


' retary of the Treasury, dated 30th April last, on 


the subject of the compensation of custom-house 


, officers, might be read; which having been done, 
‘Mr. P. said, a provision on this subject would 
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| have been introduced into the bill, had this letter 


been received in sufficient season. 

Mr. CLAYTON said it was impossible to fore- 
see the consequences of adopting this amendment. 
There had been a great increase of custom-house 
officers in New York since 1828, which he enu- 
merated. The amnual expense had increased from 
$150,000 to $300,000. Before any such measure 
as this is adopted, there should be a full investiga- 
tion on the subject. 

The additional section proposed by Mr. Sutn- 
ERLAND was 80 modified as to apply only to col- 
lectors, naval officers, and surveyors. 

Mr. S. said he would vote for the amendment in 
its altered state, though it was not in the shape he 
desired. It was, nevertheless, better than no pro- 
vision on the subject. 

After some remarks from Mr. J. W. HUNT- 
INGTON in opposition to the amendment as 
mod ified— 

Mr. GORHAM said he was opposed to the 
amendment as it originally stood, extending, as it 
did, to the officers appointed by the collector, as 
well as to those appointed by the President and 
Senate. But,as modified, he saw no objection to 
its aduption. Unless something of this kind was 
done, it was uncertain whether the three officers 
now included in the amendment would receive an 
compensation whatever. The amounts had all 
been limited by the vote upon the amendment by 
the gentleman from Ohio. At the principal ports 
he was in favor of compensating them up to the 
amount of the limitation, indeed, going beyond it, 
for the limitation adopted this morning had not 
received his vote. 

Mr. HARPER, of Pennsylvania, went into a 
statement of the compensation of certain subordi- 
nate officers of the customs under the amendment 
as it originally stood. 

The CHAIR apprized him of the modification. 

Mr. H. intimated that he had no objection to 
the amendment as it now stood. 

After some remarks from Messrs. SELDEN 
and. JARVIS relative to the emoluments of officers 
of the customs— 

Mr. VANCE moved an amendment to the 
amendment, directing a certain proportion of the 
officers of the customs of New York to be dis- 
missed. 

Mr. V. said, after these officers had been dis- 
missed there will have been an increase since 1828. 
The gentleman from’ New Jersey [Mr. Parker] 
had stated a few days since that the tariff of 1828 
had given rise to so much smuggling as to render 
an increase of custom-house officers necessary. 
If the high duties were a sufficient reason for 
increasing the officers, the reduction of duties 
should be a sufficient reason for cutting down their 
number. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said he must be permit- 
ted to say this was an extraordinary mode of pro- 
ceeding upon a subject which required so careful 
an examination of facts. The gentleman from 
Georgia [Mr. Ciayron] had referred to the in- 
crease of officers at New York. He hoped that 
gentleman would do the collector the justice to 
ascertain the number of vessels which entered and 
cleared at that port, examine into the amount of 
the revenue collected, and satisfy himself whether 
it was collected so economically at any other port 
of the United States. He was entirely willing to 
support any well digested and Kitch arrange- 
ment of these offices. The amendment, as it had 
been originally moved, was the same as was pro- 
posed at the last session by the then chairman of 
the Committee of Ways and Means—a gentleman 
who resided in the city of New York, and who 
had also drawn the report in favor of the United 
States Bank. 

Mr. PARKER said the amendment to the 
amendment did not go far enough. It only pro- 
posed to dismiss a part of the custom-house offi- 
cers. It should have gone to dismiss the whole. 
| He had frequently had occasion to go to the cus- 
_tom-house in New York. He was entirely con- 

vinced that the officers there employed could not 
| be dispensed with. He had never seen in his life 
individuals more busily employed. Gentlemen 

appeared to suppose that because the rate of duties 
_ had been lessened, there was less employment for 
_custom-house officers. He would inform those 
‘gentlemen that everything required before to be 
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done was necessary now. In fact, some portion | bill, further than to provide means for the pay- 
of employment was greatly increased. ‘The ab- || ment of those already created, still, rather than 
struse mode of calculating duties required by the | leave collectors, surveyors, and naval officers with- 


compromise law was calculated sometimes to puz- || 


zie even an expert accountant. The gentleman | 


from Ohio [Mr. Vante] had alluded to his remark || 


pensity for smuggling. ‘This was notoriously the | 


that the high tariff of 1828 had increased the pro- | 
fact, and rendered more officers essential to the pro- | 


tection of the revenue; and one of the most unfor- | 
tunate consequences of the system of high duties | 


is,that when men under the temptation of fifty per 
cent. have been induced to smuggle, they will not 
leave it off when duties are reduced to twenty-five 
per cent. 
trade of New York has nearly doubled since 1838. 
[t had swallowed up that of many other places, | 
and it might be said of almost all other places of | 
the United States. That a large increase of officers, 
under these circumstances was necessary, was not 
a matter of surprise. 

Mr. BROWN said, the amendment offered by | 
the gentleman from Ohio [Mr. Vance] proposes | 


| 


to strike from existence one hundred and twenty- || 


one of the officers employed in the collection of | 
th revenue in the city of New York. As one of | 
ths delegation from that State, he could not feel | 
1,"/ifferent to the fate of this extraordinary propo- | 
‘tion; and unwilling as he was to occupy the | 
attention of the House, he must be permitted to | 
make a few observations upon the subject. Gen- 


tlemen seem to argue this question as if the rev- | 


enue officers and the Government alone were in- 


terested in its decision. He begged to correct this || 


impression, if he was right in supposing such 
existed in the minds of honorable members. There 
was another class whose interests might be preju- 


diced by the event, that class was the merchants, || 


those concerned in the vast commerce of the city, | 
which led them to transact business with the cus- 
tom-house. What information is there before | 
Congress that the officers employed in that branch 
of the public service were too numerous? 
there more than the public interest and conveni- | 
ence required? None whutever, sir. The facts | 
communicated by the gentleman from Georgia 
(Mr. Crayton] do not touch the question. He 
would, at a proper time, and upon a proper occa- 
sion, go with gentlemen in any reasonable effort | 
to reduce the number of revenue officers, or the 


It must also be remembered that the || 


out an adequate compensation, he would so far 
depart from this rule as to vote for the amendment 
making provision for that purpose. 
| _Mr. PEARCE, of Rhode Island, spoke in oppo- 
sition to the motion, and in reply to Messrs. 
Vance and Crayton. 
Mr. VANCE said, asthe House was impatient 
| for the question, and as the gentleman from New 
| York (Mr. Campretene] did not wish his amend- 


‘| ment to be encumbered, he would withdraw his 


motion. 
Mr. FILLMORE being solicitous, as he said, 


|| that this amendment should not be considered as 


inconsistent with the clause adopted on motion of 
the member from Ohio, [Mr. Vance,] moved to 


|, amend the amendment by adding to it the*pro- 
|| visions, that in no case should the compensation of 
|| a collector exceed three thousand dollars, nor that 


of the surveyor and naval officers twenty-five hun- 
dred dollars each. 

Mr. SUTHERLAND accepted the amendment 
as a modification, in order to prevent further delay, 
declaring, at the same time, that he was opposed 
to the reduction of the emoluments of those officers. 

After some remarks from Mr. CLAYTON, in 
which he opposed the amendment on the ground 
that the whole subject of salaries was before the 
|; Committee on Retrenchment, 

Mr. HUNTINGTON called for the yeas and 
nays on the question; and they were ordered. 

The question being taken, it was decided in the 
negative: Yeas 78, nays 116. 

YEAS.—Messrs. John Adams, Heman Allen, 
| William Allen, Anthony, Banks, Beale, Bean, 
Beardsley, Bockee, Bodle, Boon, Brown, Bunch, 
Burns, Bynum, Cambreleng, Samuel Clark, Clay, 


| 


|, Day, Dickerson, Dickinson, ti. Everett, Fowler, 


Galbraith, Gillet, Gorham, Joseph Hail, Halsey, 


|| Hannegan,Jos.M. Harper, Harrison, Hathaway, 


Were || 


| Henderson, Liowell, Hubbard, Abel Huntington, 
| Richard M. Johnson, Cave Johnson, Benjamin 
| Jones, Kavanagh, Lutie, Lansing, Laporte, Luke 
| Lea, Thomas Lee, Leavitt, Loyail, Joel K. Mann, 
| Mardis, McKim, McVean, Robert Mitchell, 
| Murphy, Osgood, Page, Parks, Parker, Dutee J. 
Pearce, Frauklin Pierce, Pierson, Plummer, Polk, 
Selden, Shinn, William Slade, Charles Slade, 
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Mr. A. recapitulated the arguments which he 
had urged in the Committee of the W hole, in favor 
of this amendment, and called for the yeas and 
nays on the metion, which were ordered. 

Mr. WAYNE briefly replied. 

After some remarks from Messrs. BARRIN- 
GER, WILLIAMS, and FOSTER, the question 
was taken, and determined in the negative: Yeas 
69, nays 123. 

YEAS—Messrs. John Quincy Adams, Hieman 
Alien, Chilton Allan, Ashley, Banks, Barber, 
Bates, Beatty, James M. Beil, Binney, Briggs, 
Bull, Burd, Chambers, Chilton, William Clark, 
Clayton, Clowney, Corwin, Coulter, Crane, Dar- 
lington, Warren R. Davis, Amos Davis, Deming, 
Denny, Dickson, Evans, Horace Everett, Foster, 
| Gamble, Garland, Gilmer, Gorham, Grennell, Hi- 

land Halli, Hard, Hardin, James Harper, Hazel- 
tine, Hiester, Jabez W. Huntington, Jackson, 
William C. Johnson, Lay, Lincoln, Lucas, Mar- 
tindale, Marshall, McKennan, Milligan, Potts, 
Reed, Selden, William Slade, Sloane, Philemon 
Thomas, Tompkins, Turner, ‘Tweedy, Vance, 
| Vinton, Watmough, Frederick Whittlesey, Elisha 
Whittlesey, Wilde, Williams, Wise, Young—6). 

NAYS—Messrs. John Adams, Jobn J. Allen, 
SRRernmn inn h ethewr manner etre ve 
| Bean, Beardsley, Beaumont, John Bell, Blair, 
Bockee, Bodle, Boon, Bouldin, Brown, Bunch, 
Burns, Bynum, Cage, Cambreleng, Casey, Cha- 
ney, Chinn, Samuel Clark, Clay, Cotlee, Connor, 
Davenport, Day, Deberry, Dickerson, Dickinson, 
Duncan, Dunlap, Felder, Forester, Fowler, Philo 
C. Fuller, William K. Fuller, Gholson, Gillet, 
Graham, Joseph Hall, Thomas EH. Fall, Halsey, 
Hannegan, Joseph M. Elarper, Harrison, [latha- 
way, Hawkins, Elenderson, Howell, Elubbard, 
Abel Huntington, Jarvis, Richard M. Jolnson, 
Noadiah Johnson, CaveJohnson, BenjaminJones, 
Kavanagh, Kinnard, Lane, Lansing, Laporte, 
| Luke Lea, Thomas Lee, Leavitt, Love, Loyall, 

Lyon, Joel K. Mann, Mardis, Moses Mason, Me- 
Carty, Mclatire, McKay, McKim, McLene, Mc- 
' Vean, Miller, Robert Mitchell, Moore, Murphy, 
Osgood, Page, Parks, Parker, Patton, Dutee J. 
Pearce, Peyton, Franklin Pierce, Pierson, Pinck- 


/ ney, Piummer, Polk, Pope, Ramsay, Rencher, 
Schley, William B. Shepard, A. H. Shepherd, 


Shinn, Charles Slade, Smith, Spangler, Speight, 
Standifer, Stewart, Sutherland, William Taylor, 


salaries of revenue officers, whenever such reduc- 
tion can be made without injury to the public ser- 
vice, or diniinishing the facilities for the transaction 
of commercial business. What particular reason 
exists for the application of this proposition to the 
city of New York alone, the-House had not been 


| Speight, Standifer, Sutherland, William Taylor, || William P. Taylor, Thomson, Turril, Vander- 
| Thomson, Turrill, Vanderpoel, Van Houten, | poel, Van Houten, Wegener, Ward, Wardwell, 
| Ward, Wayne, Webster, Whailon—78. * Wayne, Webster, Whallon, E. D. White—123. 
NAYS—Messrs. J. Q. Adams, John J. Allen, | Mr. WISE moved that the House do now ad- 
Chilton Allan, Archer, Ashley, Barber, Barnitz, | journ; which was negatived. 
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informed, nor could he conjecture. Gentlemen 
were sometimes inclined to find fault with New 
York politics, and New York influence, but he 
hardly expected, while the general appropriation 
bill was under consideration, that the number of 
her citizens engaged in the collection of the rev- 
enue should be made the special subject of ani- 
madversion. New York has much to be proud of 
besides her well-spread commerce, which it might 
not become her Representatives to enumerate here. 
And she had as little to fear from the most search- 
ing scrutiny into her political affairs on any other 
branch of her public concerns, as any other por- 
tion of the Union. He hoped gentlemen might 
have an opportunity to see her as she really was; 
and when they felt inclined to speak of the num- 
ber of officers employed within her limits in the 

reservation and collection of the revenue, he 

egged they would not forget her commerce, and 
the vast amount of revenue she brought yearly 
into the public Treasury. 

The gentleman from Connecticut [Mr. Hunt- 
INGTON] seemed to think that the extent of ser- 
vice rendered in carrying into effect the revenue 
laws, and the collection of the impost duties, de- 
pended upon the amount realized by the Govern- 
ment; and that the operation of the last tariff law 
has taken away the necessity for the same num- 
ber of custom-house officers. This opinion, he 
apprehended, was not true, to the extent which 
the gentleman seemed to suppose, and the obser- 
vations of his colleague [Mr. CamBreLena] were 
so full and satisfactory, that he would not trouble 
the House farther with that branch of the subject. 
Although, asa ge~eral rule, he was opposed to legis- 
lating upon offices or salaries in an appropriation 





James M. Beil, Binney, Blair, Bouldin, Bull, Burd, 
| Burges, Cage, Casey, Chambers,Chaney,Chilton, 
| Chinn, William Clark, Clayton, Clowney, Coffee, 
| 


Connor, Corwin, Coulter, Crane, Darlington, | 


| W. R. Davis, Amos Davis, Davenport, Deberry, 
| Deming,Denny, Dickson, Duncan,Dunlap, Evans, 

Ewing, Forester, Koster, Philo C. Fuller, William 
| K. Fuller, Fulton, Gamble, Garland, Ghoilson, 
| Gilmer, Gordon, Graham, Griffin, Hiland Hall, 
| T. H. Hall, Hardin, James Harper, Hawkins, 
| Hazeltine, Hiester, Jabez W. Huntington, Jarvis, 
William Cost Johnson, Noadiah Jobnson, Kin- 
nard, Lay, Lincoln, Love, Lucas, Lyon, Martin- 
dale, Marshall,Moses Mason,McCarty, McIntire, 
McKay, McKennan, McLene, Miller, Milligan, 
Moore, Patton, Peyton, Pinckney, Pope, Potts, 
| Ramsay, Reed, Rencher, Schley,W. B. Shepard, 


'art, Wm. B. Taylor, Philemon Thomas, Tomp- 
kins, Turner, Tweedy, Vance, Vinton, Wagener, 


| erick Whittlesey, Elisha Whitilesey, Wilde, Wil- 
liams, Wise, Young—116. 

So the emendment was rejected. 

Mr. POLK moved to strike out $850, and insert 
| $1,250 as the compensation of the superintendent 
| and watchmen of the northeast executive building. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

Mr. J.Q. ADAMS renewed the motion made 
in the Committee of the Whole, and there rejected, 
to strike out ‘*Great Britain and Russia,’’ and 
| insert ‘ eighteen,’’ instead of “ thirty-six,’’ in the 
following clause: 

‘* For the salaries of the Ministers of the United 





States to Great Britain, Fratice, Spain, and Rus- | : 
i = ‘| Chilton Alian, Anthony, Banks, Barber, Barrin- 


sia, thirty-six thousand dollars.” 


| Beringer, Bates, Baylies, Beatty, Beaumont, ri 


| A. H. Shepperd, Sloane, Smith, Spangler, Stew- | 


Mr. JARVIS moved to reconsider the vote by 
| which the amendment of Mr. Vance, which goes 
| to limit the compensation of certain officers of the 
| customs, was adopted, on the ground of the thin- 
ness of the House when that amendment was 
carried. 

Mr. J. Q@. ADAMS advocated the reconsidera- 
tion of the vote; and wishing to propose a further 
‘amendment to the bill, moved an adjournment; 

which was negatived. 

Mr.J.W. HUNTINGTON demanded the yeas 
and nays; which were ordered, 

The motion to reconsider was lost; ayes 86, 
noes 94. 

YEAS—Messrs. John Q. Adams, John Adama, 
William Allen, Baylies, Beale, Bean, Beardsley, 

Blair, Bockee, Bodle, Briggs, Brown, Bunch, 

Burns, Bynum, Cage, Cambreleng, Chinn, Sam- 
uel Clark, Clay, Coffee, Day, Philemon Dicker- 


son, Fowler, William K. Fuller, Gillet, Grabam, 


Wardwell, Watmough, Edward D. White, Fred- | 


‘Thomas H. Hall, Halsey, Hannegan, Hard, Har- 
din, Joseph M. Harper, Hathaway, Hawkins, 
| Howell, Hubbard, Abel Huntington, Jarvis, 
| Richard M. Johnson, Noadiah Johnson, Cave 
Johnson, Benjamin Jones, Kavanogh, Kinnard, 
| Lane, Lansing, Luke Lea, Thomas Lee, Leavitt, 
| Loyall, Joel K. Mann, Martindale, Moses Mason, 
| McIntire, McKim, McLene, McVean, Murphy, 

Osgood, Page, Parks, Parker, Patton, Dutee J. 
| Pearce, Franklin Pierce, Pierson, Pinckney, 
, Plummer, Polk, Schley, Selden, Shinn, William 

Slade, Speight, Standifer, Sutherland, William 

Taylor, Thomson, Turrill, Vanderpoel, Van Hou- 


| ten, Ward, Wardwell, Wayne, Wallon, and 


W ise—86. 
NAYS—Meessrs. Heman Allen, John J. Allen, 
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er, Bates, Beaty, Beaumont, James M. Bell, 
sinney, Boon, Bull, Burd, Casey, Chambers, Cha- 
ney, Chilton, William Clark, Clayton, Clowney, 
Connor, Corwin, Coulter, Crane, 
Warren R. Davis, Amos Davis, Davenport, De- 
berry, Deming, Denney, Dickson, D. W. Dickjn- 
son, Dunlap, Evans, Horace Everett, Ewing, Fel- 
der, Forester, Foster, Philo C. Fuller, Gamble, 
Garland, Grennell, Hiland Hall, James Harper, 
Harrison, Hawes, Hazeltine, Henderson, Hiester, 
JabazW. Huntington, Jackson, William C. John- 
son, Laporte, Lay, Lincoln, Love, 
shall, Mardis, McCarty, McKay, McKennan, 
Miller, Milligan, Robert Mitchell, Moore, Peyton, 
Pope, Pots, Ramsey, Reed, Rencher, William B. 
Shepard, Augustine H. Shepperd, Charles Slade, 
Smith, Spangler, Stewart, Wiliam P. Taylor, 
Philemon Thomas, Tompkins, Turner, Tweedy, 
Vance, Wagener, Watmough, Webster, Elisha 
Whittlesey, Wilde, and Young—94. 

Mr. DAVIS moved to add the following pro- 
viso, after the item making appropriation for the 
salaries of ministers abroad: 

** Provided, That so much of the sum herein ap- 
* propriated for the payment of the salaries of the 
* ministers to Great Britain and Russia shall not be 
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* of the Senate.’”’ 

A discussion arose upon this amendment, in 
which Messrs. DAVIS, BYNUM, LANE, H. 
EVERETT, and EWING took part, when Mr. 
WISE moved to amend the amendment, by add- 
ing ‘unless vacancies shall happen during the 
.% recess of the Senate.’’ 

Mr. SELDEN suggested the propriety of sub- 
stituting *‘occur,”’ or ** arise,”’ for the word *‘hap- 
ee pen,’ which had been settled by the highest 
e authority to include existing vacancies, as well as 
those which might hereafter take place. 

Mr. WISE considered the word ** happen ”’ to 
be the only appropriate term, being that used in 
the Constitution. 

Mr. PATTON explained at length the grounds 


the amendment to the amendment; to whom Mr. 
WISE replied. 

Mr. BEARDSLEY stated his objection to the 
amendment and the amendment to it. It was 
worse than useless to reénact the Constitution in 
an appropriation bill. 


amendment, in reply to Mr. Beanrnstey. 

Mr. FOSTER suggested a modification of the 
amendment; which was not accepted. 

Mr. COULTER moved an adjournment; which 
was negatived. 

Mr. DAVENPORT moved a call of the House; 
upon which he demanded the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. 

Mr. GAMBLE moved an adjournment; which 
was negatived—ayes 49, noes 95. 

The question was taken on the call of the House; 
which was refused—yeas 41, nays 127. 


. > 
= ne 0 eee 


Allen, Banks, Barber, Barringer, Bates, Beatty, 
Binney, Campbell, Chambers, Chilton, William 
Clark, Clowney, Coulter, Darlington, Warren R. 
PS Davis, Davenport, Deming, Denny, Evans, Hor- 
i" ace Everett, Ewing, Foster, Garland, Griffin, 
‘j Hard, James Harper, Hawes, J. W. Huntington, 


Rencher, William Slade, Sloane, Spangler, Wat- 
mough, Frederick Whittlesey, Wild, and Young 
—4l. 

NAYS—Messrs. John Adams, John J. Allen, 
William Allen, Anthony, Baylies, Beale, Bean, 
Beardsley, Beaumont, Blair, Bockee, Bodle, Boon, 
Bouldin, Brown, Bull, Bunch, Burd, Burns, By- 
num, Cage, Casey, Chaney, Chinn, Samuel Clark, 
Clay, Clayton, Coffee, Connor, Amos Davis, Day, 
Deberry, Dickson, Dickerson, Dickinson, Dunlap, 
Forester, William K. Faller, Fulton, Gamble, 
Gillet, Graham, Hiland Hall, Halsey, Hamer, 
Hannegan, Hardin, Joseph M. Harper, Harrison, 
Hathaway, Hawkins, Hazeltine, Henderson, 
Hiester, Howell, Hubbard, Abel Huntington, 
Jackson, Jarvis, Richard M. Johnson, Noadiah 
Johnson, Cave Johnson, Seaborn Jones, Benjamin 
+ Jones, Kavanagh, King, Kinnard, Lane, Lansing, 
Luke Lea, Thomas Lee, Leavitt, Lewis, Love, 
Loyall, Lyon, Joel K. Mann, Mardis, Moses 
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Darlington, | 


ve Mar- | 


* expended unless the appointment of said ministers | 
* shall have been made with the consentand advice | 


upon which he should feel bound to vote against | 
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Mason, McCarty, McIntire, McKay, McKim, 


McLene, Miller, Robert Mitchell, Moore, Mur- | 


phy, Osgood, Page, Parks, Parker, Patton, Dutee 


J. 


Schley, Augustine H. Shepperd, Shinn, Charles 
Slade, Smith, Speight, Standifer, Stewart, Suth- 
erland, William Taylor, Thomson, Turner, Tur- 


rill, Tweedy, Vance, Vanderpoel, Van Houten, || 


Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, Whallon, Edward 
D. White, Elisha Whittlesey, and Wise—127. 

The amendment to the amendment having been 
negatived— — - 

The question was then taken on Mr. Davis’s 
amendment, which was lost: Yeas 45, nays 122. 

YEAS—Messrs. Heman Allien, Banks, Barber, 
Beatty, Burd, Campbell, Chambers, Chilton, W. 
Clark, Clayton, Clowney, Darlington, Warren 
R. Divis, Amos Davis, Deming, Denny, Dickson, 
Evans, Horace Everett, Ewing, Foster, Fulton, 


Gamble, Griffin, Hiland Hall, Hard, James Har- | 


per, Inge, William Cost Johnson, Lay, Lewis, 


Lincoln, Martindale, Milligan, Pinckney, Selden, || 
Sloane, William P. Taylor, Francis Thomas, | 
Phiiemon Thomas, Turner, Tweedy, Vance, Wat- || 


mough, Elisha Whittlesey, Wise, Young—45. 


NAYS—Messrs. John Quincy Adams, John | 
Adams, John J. Allen, William Allen, Anthony, | 


Barringer, Baylies, Beale, Bean, Beardsley, Beau- 


mont, Binney, Blair, Bockee, Bodle, Boon, Boul- | 


din, Briggs, Brown, Bull, Bunch, Burns, Bynum, 
Cage, Casey, Chaney, Chinn, Samuel Clark, 
Clay, Coffee, Connor, Coulter, Davenport, Day, 
Deberry, P. Dickerson, D. W. Dickinson, Dun- 
lap, Forester, Philo C. Fuller, William K. Ful- 


ler, Gillet, Graham, Halsey, Hamer, Hannegan, | 
Joseph M. Harper, Harrison, Hathaway, Haw- || 


kins, Hawes, Hazeltine, Henderson, Hiester, 


Howell, Hubbard, Abel Huntington, Jarvis, Rich- | 
ard M. Johnson, Noadiah Johnson, Cave John- | 
son, Seaborn Jones, Benjamin Jones, Kavanagh, | 


King, Kinnard, Lane, Lansing, Luke Lea, Thos. 
Lee, Leavitt, Love, Loyall, Joel K. Mann, Mar- 
dis, Moses Mason, McCarty, McIntire, McKay, 
McKim, McLene, Miller, Robert Mitchell, Moore, 
Murphy, Osgood, Page, Parks, Parker, Patton, 
D. J. Pearce, Peyton, Franklin Pierce, Pierson, 
Plummer, Polk, Pope, Potts, Ramsay, Rencher, 


Schley, A. H. Shepperd, Shinn, Slade, Smith, | 


| Spangler, Speight, Standifer, Stewart, Sutherland, 


Mr. DAVIS explained his views in offering the | 


William Taylor, Thomson, Turrill, Vanderpoel, 
Van Houten, Vinton, Wagener, Ward, Ward- 
well, Whallon, E. D. White—122. 

Mr. J.Q@. ADAMS moved to amend the bill 


| by striking out the appropriation for salaries and 


YEAS—Messrs. John Quincy Adams, Heman || 


outfit for a chargé -d’affaires to Buenos Ayres; 
upon which he asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered. 


Mr. A. explained the grounds of his motion at | 


length; when the question was taken and lost: 
Yeas 52, nays 101. 

YEAS—Messrs. John Quincy Adams, Heman 
Allen, Banks, Barber, Barringer, Bates, Beatty, 


Binney, Bull, Campbell, Chilton, William Clark, | 


Coulter, Darlington, W. R. Davis, Amos Davis, 


| Deberry, Denny, Dickson, Evans, PhiloC. Fuller, 


Garland, Griffin, Hiland Hall, Hard, Hardin, 


| James Harper, Hawes, Hazeltine, Hiester, Wil- 


fy: 


liam Cost Johnson, King, Lewis, Lincoln, Love, 


Lyon, Martindale, McKay, Milligan, Potts, Reed, | 
rd | Selden, William Slade, Sloane, Spangler, Turner, | 
William C. Johnson, Lay, Lincoln, Martindale, || 


Tweedy, Vance, Watmough, Frederick Whittle- 
Elisha Whittlesey, and Wilde—52. 


William Allen, Anthony, Beale, Bean, Beardsley, 
Beaumont, Blair, Bockee, Bodle, Bouldin, Brown, 
Bunch, Burd, Burns, Bynum, Cage, Casey, Cha- 
ney, Chinn, Samuel Clark, Clay, Coffee, Connor, 
Day, Dickerson, Dickinson, Dunlap, Horace Ev- 


_erett, Forester, William K. Fuller, Gillet,Graham, 


Halsey, Hamer, Hannegan, Joseph M. Harper, 
Harrison, Hathaway, Hawkins, Henderson,How- 


ell, Hubbard, Abel Huntington, Jarvis, Richard 


M. Johnson, Cave Johnson, Seaborn Jones, Ben- 


_ jamin Jones, Kavanagh, Kinnard, Lane, Lansing, 
| Luke Lea, Thomas Lee, Leavitt, Loyall, Joel K. 


Mann, Mardis, Moses Mason,McCarty,Mcintire, 
McKim, McLene, Miller, Mitchell, Murphy, Os- 
good, Page, Parks, Parker, Patton, D. J. Pearce, 


| Franklin Pierce, Peyton, Pierson, Plammer, Polk, 


li 


Pope, Ramsay, Schley, Augustine H. Shepperd, 
Shinn, Smith, Speight, Standifer, Stewart, Suther- 





Pearce, Peyton, Franklin Pierce, Pierson, | 
Pinckney, Plummer, Poik, Pope, Potts, Ramsey, | 


AYS—Messrs. John Adams, John J. Allen, | 


May 9, 
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f land, William Taylor, Turrell, Vanderpoel, Van 
Houten, Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, Webster, 
Whailon, E. D. White, Wise, and Young—10]. 
Mr. LINCOLN moved to strike from the bill 
the item making appropriation for additional clerk 
| hire in the General Post Office for 1833. 
|| Mr. L. explained the object of this amendment 
‘| at length, to whom Mr. CONNOR replied. 
Mr. WILDE demanded the yeas and nays upon 
|| the motion; which were ordered. 
|| Mr. McKAY could not vote to support this 
| appropriation, unless a proviso was added that 
|| the appropriation should not sanction the employ- 
' ment of additional clerks hereafter. Mr. McK. 
|| explained his views on this subject. 
The amendment of Mr. Lincoin was debated 
/at length by Messrs. BATES, CONNOR, E. 
| WHITTLESEY, PEARCE,McKAY,WILDE, 
|| REED,and HAWES, when Mr. CAVE JOHN- 
| SON demanded the previous question, which was 
afterwards withdrawn. 
Mr. WISE moved an adjournment; upon which 
Mr. CAMPBELL asked the yeas and nays; 
which were ordered. : 
The motion to adjourn lost—yeas 48, nays 97, 
YEAS—Messrs. J. @. Adams, Heman Allen, 
Banks, Barringer, Bates, Beatty, Binney, Briggs, 
Burd, Campbell, William Clark, Darlington, De- 
| berry, Deming, Denny, Evans, Ewing, Foster, 
Philo C. Fuller,Gamble, Garland, Griffin, Hiland 
Hall, Hardin, James Harper, Hazeltine, Hiester, 
|| Jabez W. Huntington, Jackson, William Cost 
|| Johnson, King, Lay, Lincoln, Milligan, Pinckney, 
+, Potts, Ramsay, Reed, Sloane, Spangler, Vance, 
|| Vinton, Watmough, Edward D. White, Frederick 
Whittlesey, Wilde, Wise, and Young—48. 
YEAS—Messrs. John Adams, John J. Allen, 
‘| William Allen, Anthony, Beale, Bean, Beards- 
ley, Beaumont, Blair, Bodle, Bouldin, Bull, Bunch, 
Burns, Cage, Casey, Chaney, Chilton, Chinn, S. 
Clark, Clay, Connor, Amos Davis, Day, Dickson, 
Philemon Dickerson, David W. Dickinson, Dun- 
lap, Forester, Fowler, William K. Fuller, Gillet, 
Halsey, Hamer, Hannegan, Joseph M. Harper, 
| Harrison, Hathaway, Hawkins, Hawes, Hender- 
son, Howell, Hubbard, A. Huntington, Jarvis, R. 
| M. Johnson, Cave Johnson, Seaborn Jones, Ben- 
| jamin Jones, Kavanagh, Kinnard, Lane, Lansing, 
Luke Lea, Thomas Lee, Leavitt, Loyall, Lyon, 
|| Joel K. Mann, Mardis, Moses Mason, Mclntire, 
| KeKay, McKim, McLene, Miller, Robert Mitch- 
ell, Murphy, Osgood, Page, Parks, Parker, Dutee 
J. Pearce, Peyton, Franklin Pierce, Pierson, Plum- 
mer, Polk, Pope, Schley, A. H. Shepperd, Shinn, 
Speight, Standifer, Stewart, Sutherland, William 
| Taylor, Francis Thomas, Thomson, Turner, Tur- 
‘rill, Van Houten, Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, 
| Webster, Whallon, and Elisha Whittlesey—97. 
The debate upon Mr. LINCOLN’S motion was 
further continued by Messrs. WILDE, E.WHIT- 
| TLESEY, McKAY, and LINCOLN, when the 
question was taken, and the motion was negatived 
| —ayes 56, noes 97. 
YEAS—Messrs. John Quincy Adams, Heman 
| Allen, Banks, Barringer, Bates, Beatty, James M. 
Bell, Binney, Briggs, Bull, Campbell, Chilton, 
‘| William Clark, Corwin, Crane, Darlington, Amos 
Davis, Deberry, Deming, Denny, Dickson, Evans, 
Philo C. Fuller, Garland, Griffin, Hiland Hall, 
Hardin, James Harper, Hazeltine, Hiester, Jabez 
|W. Huntington, Jackson, William Cost Johnson, 
|| Lay, Lewis, Lincoln, Mardis, Milligan, Pinckney, 
|| Potts, Ramsay, Reed, Selden, William Slade, 
Sloane, Smith, Spangler, Turner, Vance, Vinton, 
| Watmough, Frederick Whittlesey, Elisha Whit- 
tlesey, Wilde, Wise, and Young—56. 
| NAYS—Messrs. John Adams, John J. Allen, 
|| William Allen, Anthony, Beal, Bean, Beardsley, 
'} Beaumont, Blair, Bodle, Bunch, Burd, Burns, 
Cage, Casey, Chaney, Chinn, Samuel Clark, Clay, 
Connor, Coulter, Day, Dickerson, Dickinson, 
Dunlap, Forester, Foster, Fowler, William K. 
Fuller, Gamble, Gillet, Joseph Hall, Halsey, 
Hamer, Hannegan, Joseph M. Harper, Harrison, 
| Hathaway, Hawkins, Hawes, Henderson, How- 
| ell, Hubbard, A. Huntington, Jarvis, Richard M. 
|, Johnson, Noadiah Johnson, Cave Johnson, Sea- 
| born Jones, Benjamin Jones, Kavanagh, King, 
| Kinnard, Lane, Lansing, Luke Lea, Thomas Lee, 
| Leavitt, Loyall, Lyon, Joel K. Mann, Moses 
I Mason, McIntire, McKay, McKim, McLene, 
'' Miller, Robert Mitchell, Murphy, Osgood, Page, 


| 
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Parks, Parker, Patton, Patterson, DuteeJ. Pearce, 
Franklin Pierce, Peyton, Pierson, Plummer, Polk, | 
Pope, Schley, A. H. Shepperd, Shinn, Speight, 
Standifer, Stewart, Sutherland, William ‘Taylor, 
Thomson, Turrill, Vanderpoel, Van Houten, 





lon—97. 

Mr. WILDE moved to strike from the bill the | 
item which provides for the compensation and 
expenses of an agent to Havana to procure the | 
archives of Florida. Mr. W. stated the greunds 
of his motion. There was no law creating this 
office, and no appointment by the confirma @ of 
the Senate of any such officer. 

Mr. POLK held in his hand the correspondence 
of the Secretary of State and Attorney General 
on this subject. The archives in question involved 
the titles to public lands of immense value, and 
had been withheld in contravention of the treaty 
of 1819. Mr. P. went into an explanation of the 
object and duties of this agency, and referred toa 
former law sanctionihg the appointment. 

After some remarks from Messrs. WILDE and 
McKAY, in reply, the motion to strike out was 
lost—yeas 49, nays 91. 

YEAS—Messrs. John Quincy Adams, Heman 
Allen, John J/Allen, Barringer, Bates, Beatty, 
J. M. Bell, Binney, Campbell, Chilton, Chinn, 
Corwin, Crane, Darlington, Amos Davis, Denny, 
ickson, Evans, Ewing, P. C. Fuller, Garland, 
‘< iffin, Hiland Hall, Hardin, James Harper, 
Hawes, Hazeltine, Hiester, Jabez W. Hunting- 
On, Jackson, Seaborn Jones, King, Lay, Lewis, 
Linéoln, McKay, Milligan, Pinckney, Potts, Sel- 
den, Augustine H. Shepperd, Sloane, Spangler, 
Turner, Watmough, Elisha Whittlesey, Wilde, 
Wise, and Young—49. 

NAYS—Meesrs. John Adams, William Allen, | 
Anthony, Beale, Bean, Beardsley, Beaumont, 
Blair, Bodle, Briggs, Bunch, Burd, Burns, Casey, 
Chaney, Clark, Clay, Connor, Coulter, Day, De- 
berry, Philemon Dickerson, David W. Dickinson, 
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Finance, and ordered to be printed. 
Mr. McKEAN presented the memorial of ninety- | 


_ six inhabitants of Chester county, Pennsylvania, 


| in favor of the restoration of the deposites to the 


Wagener, Ward, Wardwell, Webster, and Whal- | Bank o! 
| institution. 


Bank of the United States, and a recharter of that 


Also, the proceedings of a meeting in Cumber- 


| land county, Pennsylvania, of a similar nature. 


And a memorial of inhabitants of Luzerne 
county, Pennsylvania, sustaining the Executive 
in the course pursued towards the Bank of the 
United States, praying that the deposites may not 
be restored to that institution, or that the same be 
rechartered. 

All of which were referred to the Committee on 
Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the memorial of one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-six inhabit- 
ants of Livingston county, New York, praying a 
recharter of the Bank of the United States, and a 


| restoration of the deposites to the same. 


Also, a memorial of six hundred and ninety- 
eight inhabitants of Warren county, New York, 


of the bank, or a restoration of the deposites. 

And the memorial of eight hundred and ten citi- 
zens of Schenectady county, New York, of a like 
character of the precedingS 

All of which were referred to the Committee on 
Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HENDRICKS presented the petition of 
John T. Towers, praying to be compensated for 


| medical services rendered during the prevalence of 
| the cholera in the city of Washington, in 1832; 


which was referred to the Committee on the Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 
REPORTS. | 

Mr. POINDEXTER, from the Committee on 
Public Lands, to whom it had been recommitted, 


| reported a bill with amendments, to authorize the 


Dunlap, Horace Everett, Forester, Fowler, Wil- || 


liam K. Fuller, Gamble, Elalsey, Hamer, Hanne- | 


awkins, Henderson, Howell, Hubbard, Abel 
Huntington, Jarvis, Richard M. Johnson, Cave | 
Johnson, Benjamin Jones, Kavanagh, Kinnard, | 
Lane, Lansing, Luke Lea, Thomas Lea, Leavitt, 
Loyall, Joel K. Mann, Mardis, Moses Mason, 
Meclntire, McKim, McLene, Miller, Robert Mitch- | 


ell, Murphy, Osgood, Page, Parks, Parker, Pat- || 


ton, Dutee J. Pearce, Franklin Pierce, Peyton, 
Pierson, Plummer, Polk, Ramsay,Schley,Shinn, 
Smith, Speight, Standifer, Stewart, Sutherland, 
William Taylor, Thomson, Tompkins, Turrill, 
Vanderpoel, Van Houten, Wagener, Ward, 
Wardwell, Webster, Whallon, Frederick Whit- | 
tleseey—91. 


Mr. McKAY then moved his proposed proviso 
to the appropriation for additional clerks in the | 
General Post Office, declaring that it was not in- 


tended to sanction the employment of clerks not ] 


provided for by law hereafter. 


It was opposed by Messrs. HARDIN and | 
CONNOR, and was negatived without division. | 


The bill was then ordered to be engrossed, and | 


read a third time on Monday. \| 
The House then, at one o’clock,a.m., adjourned || 


over to Monday. 


IN SENATE. 
Mownpar, May 12, 1834. 


A message upon executive business was received 
from the President of the United States, by Mr. 
Doneson, his Private Secretary. 

A message was received from the House of Rep- | 
resentatives, by Mr. FRaNnxLin, their Clerk, stating 
that they had passed the general appropriation bill 
for the civil and diplomatic expenditures of the 
Government for the year 1834; and also the army 
appropriation bill for the same year. 

PETITIONS. 

Mr. WEBSTER presented the memorial of 
near fourteen hundred citizens of Rochester, New 
York, praying a restoration of the deposites to the 
Bank of the United States, and a recharter of said 
institution. Also, a memorial of a similar charac- 
ter from Mifflin county, Pennsylvania; and the 

roceedings of a meeting of citizens of Detroit, 
ichigan Territory, of a like nature. 





| other lands in lieu thereof. The bill, on motion 


an, Joseph M. Harper, Harrison, Hathaway, | of Mr. Poinpexter, was laid on the table. 


relinquishment of the 16th sections, being lands | 
set apart for the benefit of schools, and to enter 


Mr. POINDEXTER, from the same commit: | 
tee, reported a bill réviving the act of 3d March, | 
1817, to authorize the sale of four sections of land 


in Alabama to certain French emigrants, for the | 


cultivation of the vine and olive. 


Mr. TOMLINSON, from the Committee on Pen- | 


|| in the State of Illinois or Territory of Michigan. 


Satta oe 


ie ee ad Sogo ae eee Oe kee ae a8 2 ia : 7 - 
1] All of which were referred to the Committee on || The following resolutions were submitted: 


By Mr. McKEAN: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be 
directed to inquire into the expediency and justice 
of granting a pension to Thomas Bradford, of 
Philadelphia, a captain in the revolutionary war, 

By Mr. PORTER: 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Commerce be 
directed to inquire into the expediency of caus- 
ing a survey and examination to be made of the 
Buil Pass, at the mouth of the Bayou La Fouche, 
in the State of Louisiana, in order to ascertain the 
practicability and cost of deepening the same and 
rendering it navigable. 

By Mr. KANE: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of refund- 
ing to Pierre Menard the amount of discount and 
interest by him paid to the Bank of the United 
Siateson money by the said bank advanced for the 
service of the United States. 

The last resolution was agreed to, and the 
accompanying documents referred to the same 


! | committee. 
sustaining the Executive, and against a recharter | 


GENERAL ORDERS. 


The bill from the House of Representatives 
making appropriation for the civil and diplomatic 
expenditures for the year 1834, was read by its 
title, and, on motion of Mr. WEBSTER, referred 
to the Committee on Finance. 

The following bills were read a third time and 
passed: 

A bill for the relief of Luther L. Smith; 

A bill for the relief of Coleman Fisher; 

A bill condemning convicts in the courts of the 


|, United States, when sentenced to confinement in 


the jails and penitentiaries of the several States, 

to similar treatment as convicts confined in those 
prisons; 

A biil to provide for the legal adjudication and 

, settlement of the claims to land therein mentioned; 

| and, 
A bill authorizing the Polish exiles, lately ar- 
rived in this country, to locate a township of land 


On the passage of this bill, Mr. WAGGAMAN 
asked for the yeas and nays; which were ordered, 
and are as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Calhoun, Clay, Clay- 
ton, Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Kent, King of Geor- 
gia, Knight, McKean, Moore, Morris, Naudain, 


sions, reported a bill without amendment, granting || Poindexter, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Robbins, 


pensions to certain persons therein named. 
Mr. BELL, from the Committee on Claims, 


reported a bill without amendment, for the relief 


| 
| 
| 


| 
} 


| of John S. Flemming. 


Mr. BELL, from the Committee on the Judi- | 
ciary, reported a bill extending the patent right of | 
John Ames, for certain improvements in the manu- 


| facture of paper. 
And, also, a bill from the House of Representa- | 
| tives for the relief of Francis B. Ogden. 


| Silsbee, Smith, Tallmadge, ‘Tipton, ‘Tomlinson, 
| Webster, Wilkins—235. 
| NAYS—Messrs. Black, Brown, Grundy, Hen- 
dricks, Hill, Kane, King of Alabama, Robinson, 
| Shepley, Swift, Tyler, Waggaman, White, 
Wright—14. 
SPECIAL ORDER. 


The bill to authorize the people of the Territory 
of Arkaneas to form a constitution and State 


Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on the | government, and for the admission of such State 


Judiciary, reported a bill adjusting the northern 
boundary line of the State of Ohio. The report 
was read; when, on motion of 

Mr. EWING, one thousand extra copies were 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CLAYTON, from the Committee on the | 


into the Union upon an equal footing with the 
original States, in all respects whatsoever, was 


taken up. 
|| the table; which motion was taken by yeas and 


Mr. EWING moved that the bill be Jaid upon 


nays, and decided in the affirmative, as follows: 


'| the brig Sarah George. 


| Judiciary, reported a bill equalizing the repre- YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Calhoun, Clay, Clayton, 
sentation in the Territory of Florida, without Ewing, Frelinghuysen, Kent, King of Georgia, 
| amendment. || Knight, Moore, Naudain, Poindexter, Porter, 
Mr. TYLER, from the Committee on Finance, ee Ree enmrene, Sao Neagne, Saif, 
d a bill for the relief of part of the crew of || Tomlinson, Waggaman, Webster—22. 
Oe kamen , ] NA YS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Black, Grun- 
Mr. WEBSTER, from the Committee on Fi- \dy, Hendricks, Hill, Kane, King of Aldbama, Mc- 
nance, reported a bill from the House of Represent- | Kean, Mangum, Morris, Robinson, Shepley, Talt- 
atives, authorizing the Secretary of the Treasury || madge, Tipton, Tyler, White, Wilkins, Wright 
to remit certain duties chargeable to Aaron Bald- || —19. 
win, on part of the cargo of the brig Despatch. (| The report of the committee on the Rhode Island 
Mr. WEBSTER, from the same committee, || election was then taken up. 
| reported a bill without amendment, for the relief | Mr. WRIGHT intimated a wish on the part of 
of Ezekiel Foster and Company. || Mr. Porrer, who contests the seat of Mr. Ros- 
Mr. TALLMADGE, from the Committee on || srns, that the subject should be postponed to Mon- 
Naval Affairs, reported a bill for the relief of the | day next;and the Senate complied with the request. 
administrator of Michael Hogan, deceased. The; Mr. BIBB called up his resolutions amending 
report was ordered to be printed. || the Constitution of the United States; when, on 
Mr. MORRIS made a report from the Com- } his motion, the resolutions were made the order 
mittee on Engrossed Bills. | of the day for Thursday next. 
Mr. BENTON, agreeably to notice, introduced | The report of the Committee on Claims, unfavor- 
. R. Woolley; which | able to the petition of Samuel Hardesty; and 


a bill for the relief of Col. 
was read, and ordered to a third reading. | The report of the Committee on Commerce, 
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2 3) schooner Fair Lady; . 

Were severally read, and concurred in. 

On motion of Mr. WILKINS, the Senate pro- 
ceeded to ballot for a member of the Committee on 
Foreign Relations, vacated by the resignation of the | 
Honorable Witiiam C. Rives; whereupon Mr. | 
Cray was chosen. 

THE PENSION FUND. 

Mr. CLAYTON moved to take up for consider- 
ation the report of the Judiciary Committee on 
the message of the President relative to the Uni- | 


} 
| 
| 


4 ted States Bank and the pension fund; agreed to. 
Li : Mr. CLAYTON made some remarks in favor 
ie of adopting the report, and concluded by moving | 
$%. an amendment to the resolution, that the Secretary 


of War has no authority to appoint a pension 
agent, except when specially authorized to do so 
by act of Congress; which was agreed to. 

Mr. WRIGHT then expressed a wish to give 
his views upon this subject, and moved to post- | 
pone it till to-morrow; which was agreed to. 

The Senate then took up the joint resolution 
reported by the Library Committee, accepting the 
bronze statue of Thomas Jefferson, presented by | 
Lieutenant Levy, and directing it to be placed in 
the centre of the public equare east of the Capitol, | 

On motion of Mr. ROBBINS, the report was | 
concurred in, and the resolution adopted. 

The resolution authorizing the purchase of thir- 
teen copies of the American State Papers was 
taken up for consideration. 

The resolution was supported by Messrs. FRE- 
LINCGHUYSEN and EWING, on the ground | 
that the work was indispensable to members of 
Congress in the performance of their legislative | 
duties; that the work was already printed, and | 
the object was only to supply those new Senators || 
who had not obtained them. 

Mr. KING, of Georgia, opposed the resolution | 
en constitutional grounds—that it was taking 
money out of the Treasury for the purchase of 
books for the private libraries of members, with- 
out an appropriation by law; and that any other | 
works might, with the same propriety, be pur- 
chased, and to any amount and extent. He admit- 
ted that works might be purchased which were 
necessary for the use of the members in the per- | 
formance of their public duties, but that they 
should be confined to the office, and not be given | 
as an absolute property to the officer. 

A Mr. K. moved to lay the resolution on the table 
; for the balance of the season; which was dis- | 
: agreed to. 

: Mr. K. then moved an amendment, that the 

books should be left in the hands of the Secretary 
of the Senate, by the Senators, at the termination 
of their service, for the use of their successors; 
which was negatived. 

The question recurring on the adoption of the | 
resolution, Mr. K. asked the yeas and nays; which 
were ordered, and are as follows, to wit: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bell, Bibb, Clay, Ewing, Fre- 
linghuysen, Hendricks, Kent, Knight, McKean, 
Moore, Naudain, Poindexter, Prentiss, Robbins, 
Robinson, Silsbee, Tallmadge, Tipton, Tomlinson, 

~and Wilkins—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Black, Calhoun, 
Grundy, Hill, Kane, King of Alabama, King of 
Georgia, Linn, Mangum, Morris, Shepley, and 
White—13. 

So the resolution was agreed to; and it was then || 
ordered to be engrossed and read athird time. | 

On motion of Mr. POINDEXTER, the Senate 
then proceeded to the consideration of executive 


business; when, after spending some time therein, | 
Adjourned. | 

| 

i 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Monpay, May 12, 1834. 


The memorial of sundry citizens of Savannah, 
heretofore presented by Mr. Wayne, having been | 
postponed to this day, came up. 

Mr. PATTON, in consequence of the absence | 
from his seat of the gentleman from Georgia, | 
moved that the further consideration of this sub- 
ject be postponed to Monday next. 

Mr. DUIICAN wished to get rid of discussion | 
on the subject, and moved to lay the memorial on | 
the table, and print. 


BE EG i RE CTE TR. Ee CS Mt ea" Os 


| priation bill. 


| suspended, in order that the engrossed appropria- 


| necessary, by the rules, that the amendment pass | 


tleman from Illinois whether, in the absence of | 
the gentleman who had charge of this memorial, || 
courtesy did not render it proper to withdraw his | 
motion to lay on the table. 
Mr. DUNCAN declined. | 
The motion to lay on the table was negatived. 
The further consideration of the memorial was 
then postponed to Monday next, || 
The consideration of the memorial from citizens 
of Ontario county, New York, which had been 
postponed to this day, was further postponed, on || 
motion of Mr. DICKSON, to Monday next. {| 


GENERAL APPROPRIATION BILL. | 


The consideration of the memorial from citizens || 
of Oneida county, which Mr. Serpen moved to |, 
refer to a select committee, which had been post- | 
poned from last Monday, having come up— | 

Mr. SELDEN, who was entitled to the floor, || 
said he was willing, atthe request of the chairman | 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, to suspend | 
his remarks until the third reading of the appro- || 
priation bill could be gone through with. 

Mr. POLK hoped the House, by unanimous | 
consent, would take up and dispose of the appro- 


It being objected to— 
Mr. POLK moved the rules of the House be | 
tion bill might now be read a third time. 
The motion to suspend the rules was carried: || 
Ayes 101, noes 31. 
The engrossed bill making appropriations for || 
the civil and diplomatic expenses of Government | 
for the year 1834 was then read a third time, and | 

passed. 
ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 


Mr. POLK moved that the House consent to | 
take up the bill for the support of the Army for | 
1834, which had been returned from the Senate || 
with amendments, in order that it be recommitted. 

The Llouse, by unanimous consent, took up the 
bill. 

Mr. POLK said the amendments. made in the 
Senate introduced a small appropriation for cer- | 
tain militia employed against Black Hawk and his 
followers, which had been submitted to the Com- 
mittee of Ways and Means, and was assented to 
by every member of that committee. As it was 





| 


through the Committee of the Whole, he hoped | 
the House would refer the bill to the Committee || 
of the Whole on the state of the Union, and for a |, 
moment go into that committee, in order to dispose | 
of the amendment. || 

The motion of Mr. POLK to that effect having | 
been agreed to— I] 

The House resolved itself into a Committee of 
the Whole on the state of the Union, (Mr. Brices 
in the chair. ) 

The amendments having been read— 1] 

Mr. POLK said the Committee of Ways and || 
Means had examined the papers upon which these | 
amendments were founded, and had unanimously | 
agreed to recommend a concurrence with them. || 

The Committee of the Whole agreed to the || 
amendments without a dissenting voice, when the | 
committee rose, and reported the bill to the House | 
as amended. 

The House then concurred in the amendment 
without a division. 

On motion of Mr. STEWART, the bill from the 
Senate for the repair of the Cumberland road was, 
by unanimous consent, taken up, twice read, and | 
referred to the Committee on Roads and Canals. | 

Mr. ASHLEY offered the following resolution, | 
by consent of the House: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be required 
to furnish this House with a report of the officer | 
of the corps of engineers, who, as it appears from 


| 


1] 
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i 
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unfavorable to the petition of the owners of the | Mr. E. WHITTZESEY appealed to the gen- || and report, in form of a bill, a plan for a safe and 


uniform currency, under the authority of the Uni- 
ted States, and that the memorial of the citizens 
of the county of Oneida be referred to that com- 
mittee. 

Mr. SELDEN said he had become satisfied, 


after examination of the report of the Committee 


of Ways and Means, that the plan proposed by 
the majority of that committee was not fitted to 


carry their objects relative to the currency into 
| effect. 


. Mr. S. discussed some of the features of 
the report, and replied at length to the remarks 
maa Mr. Bearps.ey, when this subject was 
bef the House on Monday last. His colleague 


|| (he said) had stated that it would have afforded 


him pleasure to have presented the memorial. It 
was proper for him to state, that the gentleman had 


an opportunity of preseating this memorial, and 
\| had declined doing so. 


Mr. S. then referred to 
exertions which had been made by his colleague 
to procure the establishment of a branch of the 
Bank of the United States awUtica. 

Mr. BEARDSLEY said it was unequivocally 


‘|| untrue that he had ever made such exertions. 


Mr. SELDEN said he had stated what was 


|| generally reported and believed to be true on that 
| point. Mr. 8S. went at length into the propriety 
|| of having a digested plan relative to the currency, 


prepared in case the bill reported by the Commit- 
tee of Ways and Means did not become a law. 
His constituents (he said) were of opinion that 
the financial concerns of the nation required the 


| institution of a national bank. 


Mr. BEARDSLEY said the remarks of hisgol- 
league, [Mr. Seven, ] relative to his agency in the 
establishment of a branch of the Bank of the Uni- 


| ted States at Utica, in 1830, rendered it proper for 


him to make a few remarks. He had never be- 
fore heard of any such agency being laid to his 
charge. He had certainly heard and seen in news- 
papers a great many things, but it had never been 


| his fortune to meet with this statement before. 


Entirely new as it was to him, he did not doubt 
but his colleague had both seen and heard what he 


| had stated to the House. He would frankly state 
all he knew or had heard, which had the most 
| remote hearing on this subject. Two years ago an 
| honorable member of the House from Pennsylva- 
| nia, [alluding to Mr. Warmovucu,] showed him a 


paper purporting to be a copy of a petition for the 
establishment of a branch bank at Utica, and which 
was dated in or about the year 1824, and to which 
his name was attached. Mr. B. said he informed 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania at that time that 
he had no recollection of signing any such paper; 
nor did he believe he ever did sign it; that as far 
as he could pretend to recollect his views at that 
time, he was satisfied he could not have signed it; 
that he desired the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
to procure the original, but from that day to this, 
(Mr. B. said,) he had neither seen nor heard any- 


| thing further about the copy or the original. 


My colleague (said Mr. ae seems to regard it 
as extraordinary that I should say it would have 
given me pleasure to present this memorial, had it 
been forwarded to me for that purpose; especially 
as the honorable gentleman thinks it remarkable, 
inasmuch as I had, as he says, severely criticised 
the memorial. Sir, I would gladly have presented 
this memorial: it was from my constituents, and I 
shall certainly ever be ready to present their wishes 


here, although I may not be able to agree with the 


views which are expressed by the memorialists. 
It is true that my honorable colleague did state to 
me that he had received a memorial from my dis- 
trict, and he inquired whether he should present 
it, or whether I shoulg. He certainly did not sug- 
gest to me that those who had sent it to him had 
expressed any wish or willingness that it should 
be handed to me for presentation. I regarded it 
only as an act of civility on his part, and which 
courtesy required me to decline. I could not, 


| road and its concerns in Illinois, in 1833. 


‘member from each State, be appointed to consider |! 


the annual report of the Chief Engineer, was in- || under such circumstances, think of taking it out of ‘ 
structed to makean inspection of the Cumberland _ his hands, but very willingly left it for the honor- 
n " || able gentleman to present. I could not but know 
Which by the rule lies one day. __ || and feel that those who had sent the memorial to 
The following resolution, heretofore offered by || him, did it because they felt a greater confidence in 
Mr. Sevpen, in connexion with the memorial of || him than myself, and I could not think of break- 
sundry citizens of the county of Oneida, in the 1 ing off this relation by thrusting myself between 
State of New York, came up: '| the honorable gentleman and those who had com- 
Resolved, That a committee, consisting of one | municated with him. 
My colleague infers that those who established 
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the branch at Utica, could not have had any po- 
litical objects in view in arranging the board of 
directors, because, as he says, they were willing 
and desyggus of placing in that board influential 
membe f the Democratic party. Sir, that is 
what I stated. I referred to that as evidence of 
the wish to draw in that class of individuals to sus- 
tain the bank. All experience proves that nine- 
tenths of those who are in any way drawn into a 
management of the concerns of the bank or its 
branches, slide into its political views and are 
found arrayed against the Democracy of the coun- 
try and politically in favor of the bank. This 
the bank knew, and acted upon it; it failed, how- 
ever, in a great degree, in that object, maugre all 
its efforts, for those who were selected could not 
be prevailed upon to lend themselves for any such 
purpose. 

But the lever could not have been got up and 
sustained by the bank, as it broke down in a few 
months! It would have cost, says the honorable 
gentleman, but $1,500 a year, a sum which the 
bank would not have regarded: it is certain, there- 
fore, that it could not have been the creature of 
the bank. I know (said Mr. B.) that the bank 
cares little about $1,500; but where that sum is 
so invested as to yield no adequate return, in 
money or influence, the bank, able as it is, would 
certainly prefer to save the $1,500. Sir, I might 
inform the Elouse that there are papers in judicial 
proceedings which establish very satisfactorily the 
connexion between a part of the bank direction and 
the lever; but I choose not to occupy the attention 
of the House further upon this part of the subject. 

My colleague understands me to have madea 
censorious remark about the gentlemen whose 
names are annexed to the printed circular which 
was read when the memorial was presented a 
week since. My remarks are in print and must 
speak for themselves. [ deem it only proper, 
however, to state unequivocally that my colleague 
has totally misapprehended my object and pur- 
pose: I had no design to animadvert upon the 
gentlemen referred to, although I deemed their 
circular a fit subject for comment. That will also 
speak for itself, and I am willing to submit it, with 
my comments, to the judgment of the public. 

his memorial, sir, has been presented and 
commented on elsewhere, and it was there stated 
that the county of Oneida was ** largely interested 
‘in manufactures, both of woolen and cotton; 
‘which were in active operation until the Execu- 
‘tive began its experiment; and as the experiment 
‘has gone on, one of these establishments after 
‘another has stopped.”? This statement was said 
to have been made on the authority of gentlemen 
who were ‘incapable of misrepresentation.”’ I 
know not who should have been referred to as the 
originators of this statement, but I feel it to be my 
duty to state, that I have direct information on that 
subject from Oneida county, and that down to the 
6:h instant (sevexal days after the statement had 
been made) no such failure or failures had occurred; 
nothing had at any time, taken place to warrant 
any such statement or suspicion of the failure of 
any one manufacturing establishment in that coun- 
ty. The gentleman who made the statement, I 
cannot doubt, had what he regarded as good 
authority for what he said; but it is equally certain 
that the statement is without foundation; it is made 
by some one out of whole cloth. 

The memorial represents the county of Oneida 
as in the most deplorable condition. Now, sir, I 
cannot pretend to be furnished with all the indica- 
tions which in fact exjst, of the actual situation of 
its business population; but I have one evidence of 
the prosperity of Utica, which is very convincing 
tomy mind. The Erie a ee through Utica, 
and a toll office is established in that city. Now, 
sir, although the tolls have been greatly reduced 
during the last winter upon some property twenty 
per cent., and on the residue ten per cent., yeta 
greater amount of toll was collected in Utica during 
the month of April than in either of the two last 
years! [tis true, the canal opened this year five 


year exceeded that of the last. In fact, sir, | 
apprehend that the State at large was never more 
thriving and prosperous. 
My honorable colleague objects to a former 
sremark of mine. I did say that { would sooner see 
the State institutions prostrated than submit to the 
' corrupt control of the United States Bank. This 
does not seem to accord with the views of my 
colleague; he is for submission; he is for yielding to 
the bank, let the consequences be what they may. 


gate of the tolls received in the month of April this | 
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In this we differ. My constituents do not, in this | 


matter, as I believe, agree with the honorable 
gentleman more than I do; they have hearts and 
arms, as I trust, to resist at all hazards every effort 
to bring them in passive obedience to the bank. 
But the bank, in the language of my colleague, 
‘*seems to have the power of making political 
enemies, not friends.’’ 


This is, indeed, a new | 


idea. Will the honorable gentleman look at New | 


York, Philadelphia, Baltimore—indeed, in any 
part of the Union? Has the bank made political 
/ enemies only? 
where? Have its unprecedented efforts only 
resulted in making political enemies? Has it not 


None but enemies here or else- | 


' almost denationalized the feelings of a consider- | 


able proportion of ourcountrymen? Have not, in 


many instances, the firmness and spirit of Amer- | 


ican freemen sunk under the influence of the bank ? 
‘¢Give us the bank,” is the cry, although at the 
price of degradation and servitude; this is the im- 


passioned expression of its followers and partisans. | 


The bank only make “ political enemies, not 
friends!”’ Is not its influence seriously impairing 


‘the respectful reverence due to our moral and | 


religious institutions? Have we not recently seen 


in a neighboring city a factious mob, assembled | 
in defiance of both human and divine law, for the | 
| purpose of hearing inflammatory harangues in | 


support of the bank on the Sabbath day? Are not 


the efforts which are now making to control the | 


| population of our cities in favor of the bank, cal- 


| culated to weaken, if not to eradicate, sound and 


| correct principles of conduct among the mass of 


their citizens? 


Sir, [have done. I will not trouble the House 


| with any suggestions as to what my constituents | 


/may think of my remarks upon this memorial. 
I hope nothing has been said by me which can 
deserve their reprehension; but that point my 

‘honorable colleague and myself will leave to be 

| adjusted between the constituents and their rep- 

| resentative. 
The resolution having been read, 
| Mr. BROWN moved to lay it on the table. 


and they were ordered. 


Mr. CLAY moved a call of the House; which 
| was rejected. 


lay the resolution on the table, and it appeared 


| Mr. WILLIAMS called for the yeas and nays; 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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Henderson, Hiester, Jabez W. Huntington, Wil- 
liam Cost Johnson, King, Laporte, Lincoln, Love, 
Lucas, Lyon, Martindale, Marshall, McCarty, 
McKennan, Mercer, Milligan, Moore, Morphy, 
Osgood, Potts, Ramsey, Reed, Rencher, § iden, 
William B. Shepard, Wm. Slade, Charles Slade, 
Sloane, Spangler, Stewart, Philemon ‘Thomas, 
Turner, Tweedy, Vance, Vinton, Watmough, E. 
Whittlesey, Wilde, Williams, Wilson, Wise, and 
Young—89. 

The SPEAKER voting in the affirmative, the 
motion was agreed to. 

Mr. PARKER presented the proceedings of a 
State convention, held at Trenton, in New Jersey, 
on the 2d of April last, disapproving the conduct 
of the Executive in relation to the removal of the 
deposites from the United States Bank, and in 
favor of the charter of a Bank of te United States, 
approving the conduct of the Senators from that 
State, and disapproving the course taken by their 
Representatives in Congresse Mr. ‘I’. stated that 
these proceedings had been already printed by 
order of the Senate. He therefore moved that 
they be read, and laid on the table. 

Mr. P. also presented the proceedings of a meet- 
ing of the citizens of Middlesex county, New Jer- 
sey, held at New Brunswick in March last, ap- 
proving the conduct of the President i: removing 
the deposites, and opposing the recharter of the 
bank; which was read, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. P. also presented the memorial of 1,443 citi- 
zens of the county of Middlesex, and State of New 
Jersey, approving the removal of the deposites, 
and supporting the Legislature of that State in their 
instructions to their Senators and Representatives. 
Read, ordered to be printed, and laid on the table. 

Mr. HENDERSON presented the proceedings 
of a meeting of the citizens of Huntingdon coun- 
ty, Pennsylvania, friendly to the Administration 
of the General Government; which was read, and 
ordered to be printed. 

Also, the proceedings of a meeting of the citi- 
zens of Mifflin county, Pennsylvania, approving 
oi the course, and strongly expressive of their con- 
fidence in the present Administration; which was 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. CHAMBERS presented the proceedings 


| of a meeting of citizens of Adams county, in favor 


of the restoration of the deposites and the recharter 


, of the United States Bank. 


The question was then taken on the motion to | 


} 


| that there was a tie: yeas 89, nays 89, as follows: | 
YEAS—Messrs. William Allen, Bean, Beards- | 


ley, Beaumont, Bockee, Bodle, Boon, Bouldin, || 
Brown, Bunch, Burns, Bynum, Cambreleng, Cha- 
| ney, Chinn, Samuel Clark, Clay, Clayton, Cramer, | 


| Day, Philemon Dickerson, Dunlap, Felder, For- 


/ ester, Foster, Fowler, William K. Fuller, Gal- | 
| braith, Gamble, Gholson, Gillet, Gilmer, Gordon, |! 


Joseph Hall, Thomas H. Hall, Halsey, Hamer, 


Harrison, Hathaway, Hawkins, Hawes, Howell, | 


Abel Huntington, Jarvis, Noadiah Johnson, Sea- 
born Jones, Benjamin Jones, Kavanagh, Kinnard, 


| Lane, Lansing, Luke Lea, Thomas Lee, Loyall, | 
'| Joe) K. Mann, Mardis, Moses Mason, McIntire, | 


‘| McKay, McKim, McKinley, McVean, Miller, 
| Robert Mitchell, Page, Parks, Parker, Patton, 


Patterson, Peyton, Franklin Pierce, Pinkney, || 
'| Plummer, Polk, Schenck, Schley, Shinn, Standi- || 


fer, Sutherland, William Taylor, William P. 
'| Taylor, Thomson, Tyrrill,Van Houten, Wagener, 
|| Wardwell, Webster, Whallon, C. P. White—89. 


| 


NAYS—Messrs. John Q@. Adams, John Adams, 
‘| Heman Allen, John J. Allen, Chilton Allan, An- 
| thony, Ashley, Banks, Barber, Barnitz, Barringer, 


The above memorials were severally laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. ANTHONY presented a memorial from 
citizens of Lycoming county, on the subject of 
the bank and the state of the currency, and asked 
leave to address the House on the subject. 

Mr. E. WHITTLESEY called for a count of 
the Elouse. 

' The CHAIR, having consented, stated that 
there were 95 members present. Not a quorum. 

Mr. J. @. ADAMS moved an adjournment; 
which was agreed to. 





IN SENATE. 
Tvespay, May 13, 1834. 


A message upon executive business was re- 
ceived from the President of the United States, by 
Mr. Donetson, his Private Secretary. 

After the presentation of various petitions, re- 
ports, &e., 

On motion of Mr. CLAYTON, the epecial 
orders were suspended, and the Senate took up 
the bill equalizing the representation of Florida 
Territory, and for other purposes. 

The bill was considered in Committee of the 
Whole, and ordered to be engrossed for a third 


| reading. 


PENSION AGENCY. 

The Senate then resumed the consideration of 
the report of the Judiciary Committee upon the 
message of the President in relation to the pension 
agency and the Bank of the United States. 

Mr. WRIGHT having the floor, reviewed, at 


‘length, the various acts of Congress, from the 


Reaee ef 


days earlier than the last; but taking the number | Bates, Baylies, Beatty, Binney, Briggs, Bull, || year 1789 down to 1828, granting pensions and 
of days which it had been open, down to the 4th | Burges, Cage, Campbell, Chambers, Chilton, W. || establishing pension agencies, and conterded that, 
of this present month, a greater amount had been | Clark, Clowney, Connor, Corwin, Coulter, Crane, || as the Secretary of War had the power of desig- 
received than in an equal number of days at the | Darlington, Davenport, Deberry, Deming, Denny, | nating the places where disbursements should be 
commencement of the last year. This isa very | Duncan, Horace Everett, Fillmore, P. C. Fuller, || made, he had also the power of appointing the 
substantial indication of individual and general || Fulton, Garland, Gorham, Graham, Griffin, H. | disbursing agents. 

prosperity. And, as to the wholeState, the aggre- ' Hall, Hard, Hardin, James Harper, Hazeltine Mr. CLAYTON then expressed a wish to give 


. 
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his views of the subject atlereth; but,asthe hour '| his proposed modification of the resolution to the } The SPEAKER announced, as the special or- 


was laie, and the Senate thin, he moved to post- 
pone the subject, and make it the special order for 
to-morrow; which was agreed to. 

The Senate then, on motion of Mr. BENTON, 
proceeded to the consideration of executive busi- 
ness; and, when the doors were opened, 

The Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuespay, May 13, 1834. 

The report from the Committee of Elections, in 
the case of the election contested between Tuomas 
P. Moone and Ropert Lercner, was taken up 
as the special order for this day. 

Mr. JONES said, that as the report of the mi- 
nority of the committee was not yet printed, and 
as it is devirable that it should be before the House, 
he would move the postponement of the subject 
till Monday next. » The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. STEW ART, from the Committee on Roads 
and Canals, reported, withoutamendment, the bill 
from the Senate for continuing the Cumberland 
road; which was committed. 

Mr. ASHLEY reported a bill, granting the pre- 
emption right to certain lots of land in the town of 
Louisiana, in the State of Missouri, for the use of 
achools. Read twice and committed. 

Mr. WISE, on leave, presented a memorial from 
sundry inhabitants of York county, Virginia, pray- 
ing Congress tocarry into effect a resolution passed 


in 1781, for the erection of a monumenton the spot | 


where the British army, under Cornwallis, surren- 
dered, and moved ils reference to a select commit- 
tee of five members. The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. WISE also presented a memorial from the 
citizens of Gloucester county, Virginia, praying 
Congress to take measures to establish a uniform 
currency; and moved its reference, with instruc- 
tions, to a select committee Of seven, giving notice 
that he would call up the motion on Monday next. 

Mr. DEMING reported a bill for the relief of 
Joseph Gilbert; which was twice read and com- 
mitted. 

Mr. CARR, from the Committee on Private 
Land Claims, made an unfavorable report on the 


petition of Louis Tesson, alias Honoré; which | 


was ordered to lie on the table. 
ADJOURNMENT. 


Mr. BOON moved the suspension of the rules in | 


order to call up for consideration the resolution 
heretofore submitted by him for the adjournment 
of Congress on the 31st of May, viz: 

Resolved, That the President of the Senate and 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives, close 
the present session of Congress by an adjourn- 
ment of their respective Houses on Saturday, the 
3lst day of May next. 

Mr. BOON gave notice, that if the motion pre- 
vailed, he would modify the resolution so as to fix 
upon the 16th day of June as the day of adjourn- 
ment. He called for the yeas and nays on the 
motion, and they were ordered. 

The question being taken, it was decided in the 
affirmative: Yeas 152, nays 12. 

Mr. BOON said, before he proceeded to discuss 
the resolution, he would take leave to repel an 
unfounded attack made upon him in a public print 
in reference to his introduction of the resolution. 
It was contained in the Telegraph of April last, 


and purported to be an extract from a letter writ- | 


ten from this House. [Mr. B. here read theletter 
at length.] The writer of it, he said, was un- 
known to him; but whoever he might be, he pro- 
nounced it to bea false, base calumny, with malice 
aforethought written. When he first submitted 
the resolution, it was suggested to him by a friend 
that the Llouse was thin. He accordingly with- 
drew it, at the same time distinctly stating that he 
would not then press it on account of the thinness 
of the House; and that he would take an early 
opportunity to renew the motion. The idea inti- 
mated by the letter-writer, that he was ‘‘ subser- 
vient to the kitchen or to an.imperial master,’’ was 
unworthy of reply. It was too contemptible for 
notice; and he should not have noticed the writer 
at all were it not to repel the insinuation that he 
was actuated by an insidious motive In proposing 
the resolution. He held himself responsible to no 
authority but that of his constituents. He sent 


chair, 

The resolution as modified was then read as 
follows: 

Resolved, That the President of the Senate and 
the Speaker of the House of Representatives close 
the present session of Congress, by an adjourn- 
ment of their respective Houses, on Monday, the 
16th day of June next. 

The yeas and nays were ordered on the motion. 

Mr. HARPER moved to strike out the 16h, 
and insert the 14th. He was no great stickler for 
the Sabbath; but it was evident that if Monday 
was fixed, we must sit on Sunday, which, he 
thought, ought to be avoided. 

The motion was rejected. 

Mr. WARDWELL moved to strike out Mon- 
day and insert Tuesday. Agreed to. 

r. EWING moved to amend the resolution by 
adding the following: ‘‘ Provided the essential 
business of the people shall by that time be dis- 
posed of.”’ 

Mr. ANTHONY asked who should determine 
the question, we or the people. 

Mr. EWING made a remark in reply, which 
we did not hear, and called for the yeas and nays 
on the motion; which were refused. 

The motion was then put and rejected. 

Mr. DENNY considered, he said, that it was 
our duty to remain in session till every hope of 
relief was extinguished. 

Mr. VINTON inquired of the honorable chair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and Means 
whether it was his intention, at the present ses- 


sion, to call up the bill for the regulation of the |, 


contracts with the deposite banks. 

Mr. POLK replied that, so far as he was con- 
cerned, or those who united with him in reporting 
the bill, and indeed so far as he could learn the 
sentiments of those with whom he commonly 
acted, he would say that it was intended to call up 
that bill for action at the present session. He 


further would state that he would call the bill so || 


soon as the necessary appropriation bills were 
acted upon. 


Mr. ARCHER expressed the hope that the hon- } 
_orable chairman would give notice to the House || 


of the time when he would call up that bill. 
Mr. POLK replied that he would do so; and in 
answer to some inquiries from those around him, 


_ he said there were five appropriation bills reported 


from the Committee of Ways and Means, which 
he was desirous to have speedily acted upon, viz: 


one making appropriations for the Indian depart- 
| ment; one for ceriain fortifications for the year | 


1834; one for Indian annuities, and other similar 
objects; one for continuing the Cumberland road, 


in Ohio, Indiana, and Ilinois,and repairing said |, 


road east of the Ohio, and continuing certain ter- 


ritorial roads; and one making additional appropri- | 


ations for the improvement of certain harbors, and 
removing obstructions in the mouths of certain 
rivers. There wasa billin relation to West Point 


Academy, and others of importance, from other | 
committees, (said Mr. P.,) yet to be acted upon; | 
he therefore hoped that the House would be dis- || 


posed to immediately consider and act promptly 
upon the appropriation bills. 

Mr. VINTON said the bill referred to by him 
was of such importance to the country, that the 
House would not be justified in adjourning until it 
was disposed of. 
resolution. 

Mr. EIARDIN said he had received some time 
since a memorial from his constituents which he 
had not yet had an opportunity to present. It was 
highly probable that before the middle of June or 


July it would come to his turn to present it. In it || 


he was expressly requested to oppose any ad- 
journment of Congress until something was done 
for the relief of the country, by the establishment 


of a bank or the renewal! of the charter of the | 


present bank. 


Mr. CHILTON remarked that, as no benefit || 


could be expected to result from a protracted ses- 
sion, he should vote for the resolution. 
Mr. PLUMMER called for the orders of the 


day, and the question being put thereon, it was | 


decided in the affirmative by a vote of 84 to 64. 
The SPEAKER communicated to the House a 
letter from Samuel A. Foot, transmitting his resig- 


‘ nation of his seat in this House. 


He should vote against the | 


| der of the day, ‘*the bill to provide for the settle- 
| ment of certain revolutionary claims.”’ 

Mr. CRANE, who was entitled to the floor 
_when the bill was last under considegation, rose 
and supported the provisions of the bill in a speech: 

of an hour and a half; and was followed by 

| Mr. H. ALLEN, who expressed himself to be 
favorably inclined towards revolutionary claims, 
_ but pointed out several objections to the provisions 
_ of the bill, which he explained at length. 

| Mr. TURRILL esii: Mr. Speaker, if I had 
| succeeded, as I hau hoped to do, in obtaining the 
floor at an earlier day, it was my purpose to have 
| examined somewhat minutely the several resolu- 
|| tions and statutes which have been passed by 
|| Congress in relation to the commutation of pay 
| by the officers of our revolutionary army, together 
| with the reasons which led to their passage, and 
| from such examination to have demonstrated that 
_these meritorious men possess both legal and 
equitable claims against the United States, and that 
rigid justice requires that these claims should be 
referred to some competent office for settlement. 
| But, Mr. Speaker, this whole subject has been so 
|, fully and so ably discussed by the honorable gen- 
|, tleman fromy Ohio, [Mr. Crane,] who has to-day 
addressed the House in favor of the bill, that I 
know I should be trespassing too far upon the pa- 
| tience of the House were I to occupy the time by 
|| entering upon such an examination of this subject. 
|| 1 do not, therefore, now rise for the purpose of 
‘| entering into a full discussion of the merits of this 
bill, or with a view of answering the various ob- 
, jections which have been, or which may yet be, 
| urged against it, but merely to state, in as brief a 
| manner as possible, some of the most prominent 
| reasons which induced me to agree to the bill in 
| the committee, and which will now govern my 
vote on the question before the House; in doing 
which, I will detain the House but for a very 
|| short time. 
| Itis matter of history, sir, that during the war 
| of the Revolution, this country was suffering under 
| great pecuniary embarrassment. The Govern- 
| ment could not procure the necessary means to 
clothe and feed the army, much less to pay the 
| officers and soldiers. As the war proceeded, the 
|| difficulties increased, the country became more and 
|| more embarrassed, and so great and so threaten- 
| ing were our dangers, that the stoutest hearts began 
to tremble for the result; the friends of liberty 
were engaged in a glorious, but a most unequal, 
| struggle. The pecuniary means, which were in- 
dispensable to a successful prosecution of their 
|| great undertaking, could not be obtained. At this 
| crisis Congress resorted to the only expedient in 
its power to maintain the cause of the country and 
|| keep its army in the field. Full compensation was 
|| promised to those who should stand by their coun- 
|, try to the end of that eventful contest, and pro- 
| vision was also made for the widows of those who 
|| should die in the service. The resolution passed 
| 


| 
1| 
1] 


in May, 1778, secures to ‘‘all military officers 
commissioned by Congress,’’ who continued in 
the service of the United Siates “during the war,” 
seven years’ half pay. In August, 1780, Con- 
gress declared ‘that the resolution of May 15th, 
‘1778, granting half-pay for seven years to the 
| © officers of the army who should continue in the 
| ° service to the end of the war, be extended to the 
‘ widows of those officers who have died, or shall 
* hereafter die, in the service.”? In October, 1780, 
|| Congress declared by resolution, *‘ that the officers 
|| “who shall continue in the service to the end of 
‘the war, shall also be entitled to half-pay during 
| ‘ life, to commence from the time of the reduction.” 

Here, then, Mr. Speaker, was an express agree- 
ment, on the part of the United States, to give to 
| those officers who should serve to the end of the 
|, war half-pay during life. And this solemn national 
pledge was given at the urgent request of Gen- 
eral Washington, whose powerful and patriotic 
mind was deeply impressed with the necessity, as 
well as the justice, of the measure. It was soon 
discovered, however, that this arrangement, though 
| manifestly just and expedient, awoke associations 
and prejudices among the people, which rendered 








that the officers of the Revolution, although they 
had faithfully performed their part of the contract, 


| it very unpopular in many of the States, insomuch 
| and were justly entitled to half-pay for life, for the 








war was then virtually at an end, with character- | 


istic disinterestedness, drew up a memorial, and 
gent it to Congress, requesting them to remove 
all objections, by granting a compensation for a 
limited period, or a compensation in gross. In con- 
sequence of this memorial, Congress passed the 
resolution of 1783, ‘* granting to the officers of the 
‘army five years’ full pay, instead of the half-pay 
‘ promised for life.” The preamble to the resolu- 
tion, Mr. Speaker, contains, in a succinct form, 
the views of the officers, as well as of Congress, 
upon that application; and as it is short, | beg the 
indulgence of the House while I read it: 

‘+ Whereas the officers of the several lines under 
‘the immediate command of his Excellency Gen- 
‘eral Washington, did, by their late memorial, 
‘transmitted by their committee, represent to Con- 
‘gress, that the half-pay granted by sundry reso- 
‘jutions, was regarded in an unfavorable light by 
‘the citizens of some of these States, who would 
‘ prefer a compensation for a limited term of years, 
‘or by a sum in gross, to an establishment for life; 
‘and did on that account solicit a commutation of 
* their half-pay for an equivalent in one of the two 
‘modes above mentioned, in order to remove all 
‘subjects of dissatisfaction from the minds of their 
‘ fellow-citizens: 

** And whereas Congress is desirous, as well of 
‘ gratifying the reasonable expectations of the offi- 
‘cers of the army, as of removing all objections 
‘which may exist in any part of the Uniied States 
‘to the principle of the half-pay establishment for 
‘which the faith of the United States hath been 
‘pledged; persuaded that those objections can only 
‘arise from the nature of the compensation, not from 
‘ any indisposition to compensate those whose services, 
‘ sacrifices, and sufferings, have so just a title to the 
* approbation and rewards of their country: therefore, 
* resolved,”’? &c. ’ 

Thus, Mr. Speaker, these brave, these generous 
men, who were entitled, richly entitled, to half- pay 
for life, voluntarily submitted the whole subject to 
the wisdom of Congress. They had entered the 
service of their country to conduct her to freedom, 
to independence; and they could not consent to 
receive anything for their ‘* services, sacrifices, and 
sufferings,’’ which was not freely granted by their 
feilow-citizens. Mr. Speaker, shall we perform 
this contract? Shall we pay what we have thus 
solemnly promised to pay? Shall we discharge a 
debt, the creation of which secured to us our free 
institutions? Or will this rich, this powerful na- 
tion, shield itself behind the statute of limitation? 
Why were not these demands paid when they 
became due, and when many of the meritorious 
officers were suffering for want of the money? The 
reason is obvious. At the close of the war, this 
nation was not in a situation to pay a single dollar; 
and I am not aware that it has at any time since 
that period offered to pay these demands. 

And will it be seriously urged by gentlemen on 
this floor, that we ought not to perform this con- 
tract, made in the hour of our necessity, because 
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it is too late now, I apprehend, to interpose the 


‘statute of limitations against righteous claims 
| unrighteously denied. 


The act of 1528 does not, as has already been 
clearly shown by the honorable gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, (Mr. Mun ensera,| in any way, 


| affect the claims for commutation. It leaves those 


claims precisely as they were. They still exist in 


| all their justice, and in all their sacred obligation. 


If, then, sir, these claims are to be paid, to what 
tribunal, | ask, shall they be referred for settle- 
ment? Shall we send them toa responsible officer, 
every way competent, from long experience in 
investigations of a similar character, an officer who 


| will have in his possession all the documentary 


evidence extant, to show who were in the service, 
how long each officer continued in the service, and 


| what officers have been paid, either by the State 


| of Virginia or by the United States? 


| House by the bill on your table. 


Or «hall we 
continue to legislate in detail upon each individual 
case? This is the main question presented to the 
Let it be 
remembered that the proceedings in these cases 
are in their nature strictly judicial. There is no 
legislative discretion whatever to be exercised. 
Everything depends upon the proof. If that be 
sufficient to bring a claim within the resolutions, 
it must be allowed as a matter of course. It 


| cannot be resisted or denied, without partiality 


and oppression, nor is there any place for the 
exercise of discretion as to the amount. It is not 


‘agratuity; itis aclaim, and the amount is fixed 


and certain. 

For myself, Mr. Speaker, I am convinced, from 
the little experience I have had upon this floor, 
that this is not the proper place for the settlement 
of such demands. Your committees to which these 
applications are referred, are not in possession of 
the documentary evidence necessary to their de- 
cision. They have not the records and vouchers 
to show what officers have been paid; and unless 
your committees are extremely vigilant and in- 


| dustrious—nay, more, sir, unless they take itupon 


themselves to send off and hunt up testimony in 
each case submitted to them, bills will often be re- 
ported in favor of those who have already received 


| their commutation; and when once reported, being 


accompanied by the necessary proof of service, 


there will be nothing to impede their passage , 


through the House. 

Sir, the argument of the honorable gentleman 
from Vermont, [Mr. Axten,] in which he en- 
deavored to show the facility with which bills 


granting commutation pass through the House, | 
is, to my mind, one of the strongest reasons that | 
can be urged in favor of referring these claims for 


settlement to a different tribunal. 
Ifa claim is rejected by one committee, those 


interested renew the application year after year, 


‘until, in some way or other, they succeed in ob- 
| taining a favorable report. 


I believe it to be much easier, Mr. Speaker, to 
get an unfounded claim allowed here than it would 


| bers of the committee. 


883 


1 will simply remark, 
however, that they are the same rules which have 
regulated the proceedings of your committee and 
this House for years, and if we continue to legis- 
late upon this subject, the same rules of evidence 
will, I have no doubt, continue to regulate the 
proceedings, except, perhaps, they may gradually 
become more and more relaxed. 

Mr. Speaker, I will not detain the House longer. 
If these demands are referred for settlement in the 
manner proposed by the bill upon your table, 
Congress will be relieved from a large portion of 
business; justice will not much longer be delayed; 
the old soldier, who is entitled to commutation, 
will then obtain a speedy hearing, and your Treas- 
ury, sir, will be more effectually barred against all 
unfounded claims. 

Mr. YOUNG also spoke in favor of the bill. 

After a debate, in which Messrs. GILMER, 
YOUNG,VANDERPOEL, BATES, and WISE 
took part— 

Mr. BRIGGS moved that the House adjourn. 

Mr. POLK requested him to withdraw it till the 
vote was taken on the question pending. 

Mr. BRIGGS said he saw no prospect of a vote. 

The motion to adjourn was rejected. 

The question being on the motion of Mr. GIL- 
MER to recommit— 

Mr. MARSHALL spoke at some length in 
Opposition to it. 

The discussion was continued by Messrs. V AN- 
DERPOEL, WISE, WARD of New York, MAR- 
SHALL, and BATES; when 

Mr. McKINLEY moved that the House ad- 
journ; which motion was negatived. 

The question was taken on the motion to re- 
commit, and it was determined in the affirmative, 
on division, by a vote of 88 to 76. 

The House then adjourned. 


REMARKS OF MR. TAYLOR, 


OF NEW YORK, 
In roe Hovse or Representatives, 
May 5, 1834, 
On presenting the Resolutions of a meeting held 
in Onondaga county, New York. 


Mr. Speaker: | have received,and am requested 
to present to this House, the proceedings and res- 
olutions of a meeting held in the county of Onon- 
daga, New York, chiefly relating to those impor- 
tant political questions which have long oecupied 
the time and attention of Congress, and which 
have agitated the public mind throughout the 
whole country. I du not say, sir, a meeting com- 
posed ofall political parties, as has been frequently 
asserted here of other meetings called for similar 


| purposes, though I apprehend of not less distinc- 
| tive political character, but a meeting of the friends 
| of the Administration, of such as belong toa polit- 
|ical party, a party uniformly known and dis- 
| tinguished as the Republican party. In presenting 


‘ those entitled to commutation have been kept out | be to obtain for itthe sanction of a judicial decision | these resolutions I trust 1 shall be indulged in a 
fi of the use of their money, until the amount has | by a competent officer. Congress is more liable | few brief remarks as to the population and busi- 
| become large? I trust not, sir. Iam aware, sir, | to be imposed upon. Here all the testimony is | ness of this county, the circumstances under which 


pee 
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that certificates were tendered to the officers. But 
did those certificates in the slightest degree increase 
the liability of Government? No, sir. They were 
only additional evidences of prior indebtedness. 
Many of the officers did not think it an object to 
be at the trouble and expense of obtaining them. 
It was natural they should entertain such feelings, | 
for at that time the credit of the Government was 
at such a low ebb, as to preclude all rational hope 
of obtaining money for otk: In the language of 
my honorable colleague, [Mr. VanpERPOEL,] who | 
addressed the House in opposition to the bill, | 
**these certificates were scarcely worth the rags 
from which the paper was made.”” Those ‘* who 
obtained them, were compelled to sell them fora 
mere song.”’ 


To the claims of a portion of the Virginia troops, || founded objection either to the payment of these 


ex parte. {tis furnished by the applicants them- 
selves, and the rules of evidence are not as rigidly 
applied here as in a judicial tribunal. The proof 
is not as thoroughly examined or as accurately 


| weighed. 


Mr. Speaker, as a matter of economy, I would 
refer these claims as proposed by the bill. Instead 


| of increasing, | have no doubt but that it would 


diminish the draft upon your Treasury. If we 


undertake to legislate upon each individual case, 


lapse of time cannot be an objection with any one. || 


That State resisted the claims of those officers; 
suits were instituted, and a decision was had 
against the claimants. That decision operated as 


| tlement to a competent officer. 


all that have merits will be allowed as a matter of 
course, and we shall, in that case, be compelled 
to pay many which have no merits, and which, 


'| were they submitted to the ordeal of a judicial 
'| investigation, would never be allowed. 


Sir, it appears to me that there can be no well- 


claims, or to the proposition to refer them for set- 
Gentlemen may 
differ as to the rules of evidence by which that 


| officer shall be governed in making his investiga- 


| resolutions. 


the meeting was called, and the character of the 
(Leave being granted by the House, 
Mr. T. proceeded.] The county of Onondaga 


| contained, atthe last census, a population of 58,974; 
| probably at this time more than 60,000. 


It 1s an 
agricultural, and particularly a wheat-growing 
county. It is also, tosome extent, a manufactur- 
ing county, in which are situated several cotton 
and woolen factories, flour mills, and a variety of 
other manufacturing establishments, besides the 


| extensive salt works at Salina, where are manu- 


factured annually more than a million and a half 


bushels of salt, being more than one third of all 
|| the salt manufactured in the United States. It will 
|| readily be seen that this, together with the mer- 
|| cantile transactions for such a business and popu- 
| lation, and the purchase of the produce of thai sec- 
|| tion of country on the line of the canal that extends 
|| through the county, must require a large amount 


of capital. This statement, sir, is made only for 


|| the purpose of showing that such a population and 


an effectual bar to all that class of cases, until 1830,,'| tions. That isa matter for the consideration and | business must necessarily be affected by any causes 
when, upon full argument, that decision was over- | decision of the House. Itis not my purpose, sir, || deranging or materially affecting the moneyed 
ruled, and the halls of justice again thrown open. || now to enter into a defence of the rules contained || affairs of the country. 

Sir, for the last twenty years, Congress has been | in the bill. The reasons for introducing them have I} It has, sir, been common for gentlemen, when 
giving commutation under these resolutions; and ' already been submitted tothe Houseby othermem- || presenting memorials or resolutions of meetings, 
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to speak of the intelligence and patriotism of their | Government deposites, as having usurped author- 


constituents. But,sir, my constituents require of 
me no compliment of this sort. Like the people 
of other sections of the country, they very well 
understand the bearing and effects upon their own 
interests, the permanent interests of their country 
a.d ite political institutions, of any measure of 
Government, or of any power seeking an extra- 
neous influence over the action of the Government, 
or the interests and liberties of the people; and I 
trust, sir, they have patriotism enough to resist 
any such influence, by proper means, even should 
it require a temporary sacrifice of individual inter- 
est or convenience, 

The meeting which adopted these resolutions 
was held at a favorable time to pronounce a just 
judgment upon the topics which they had met to 
deliberate upon. It was not suddenly called to- 
gether under the influence of a panic, which had 
been excited throughout the whole country, pro- 
moted and urged on by certain presses, political 
partisans, and interested individuals, and which, 
to say the least, was not diminished by those 
speeches which were distributed through the coun- 
try, in which imagination had depicted in glowing 
colors, the wide-spread ruin and distress which 
was to come upon the people, and which was 
charged in advance to the policy of the Adminis- 
tration. I say, sir, this meeting was not suddenly 
called under such circumstances. They had waited, 
deliberated, witnessed the panic, felt the pressure, 
and carefully investigated the cause; and then, sir, 
they assembled to give an expression of opinion 
thus maturely and deliberately formed. 
meeting was aisocalled immediately after the elec- 
tion had been held in the several towns of the 
county, at which the people had indicated their 
political senuments, by electing town officers 
friendly to the Administration in fourteen out of 
seventeen towns of which the county is composed; 
and in perhaps every town, resolutions had been 
passed by the peeple, expressing their views upon 
the political questions of the day. It was, sir, 
under such favorable circumstances for forming a 
correct judgment, and of knowing public senti- 
ment, that the Republicans of the county of Ouon- 
daga convened and adopted these resolutions, as 
the deliberate sense, not only of that meeting, 
which was largely attended, but also ofa majority, 
a respectable majority, of the people of the county, 
as was evident from the recent elections. And, 
sir, instead of that change of political sentiment 
which is said to have taken place in the public 
mind, we find them reiterating the opinions which 
they have expressed on former occasions, approv- 
ing the policy of this Administration, and particu- 
larly as relates to the United States Bank. And 
in reference to the removal of the Government 
deposites from the bank, believing that the curtail- 
ment of its discounts which was in rapid progress, 
if with the view of winding up its affairs at the 
expiration of its charter, rendered the deposites 
useless to the bank, and advantageous to the local 
institutions in affording the necessary accommoda- 
tions to the public; or, if with the view of oppress- 
ing the people, and coercing a compliance with its 
wishes, the deposites ought not to remain in the 
hande of an institution with such dangerous power 
and alarming designs upon the interests and inde- 
pendence of the people—designs rendered the more 
certain by subsequent events. They have resolved 
**that the removal of the Government deposites 
*from the United States Bank was dictated by a 
* wise forecast of events, rendering such a measure 
* necessary.” 

They have observed, sir, the general policy of 
his Administration; the vigilant care with which 
the Executive has endeavored to guard the Con- 
stitution from encroachments, and the example of 
moral courage displayed in his endeavors, on the 
one hand, to preserve the Union from the disor- 
ganizing effects of that construction of the Federal 
compact which finds in the sovereign power and 
‘‘ reserved right ”’ of any one State, “ the rightful 
remedy ’’ for what a majority of its citizens might 
deem an unconstitutional law; and on the other, 
to prevent the dangerous effects of that liberal 
construction which, by implication, would con- 
centrate all power inthe hands of the Federal Gov- 
ernment. And notwithstanding, sir, he has been 
denounced, both here and elsewhere, for the part 
he has taken relative to the recent disposal of the 


This | 


ity, and violated law, and the free use of the terms | 


despot, tyrant, usurper, &c.,they have not been able 
to discover that in the removal of a Secretary 
of the Treasury, who differed with the President 
on prominent measures of his administration, in- 
timately connected with that policy which had 
most clearly received the sanction of the people, 
and the appointment of one of well known differ- 
ent views,and who, in the exercise of that power 
intrusted solely to his discretion, by the act incor- 


porating the bank, has carried into effect that | 


which, according to the dictates of his own judg- 
ment, and in the opinion of the Executive, the 
public good required, by ordering and directing 
the deposites to be made in the local banks; I say, 
in all this they have not been able to discover any 
violation of law, or usurpation of power; and 
they have resolved that, among other enumerated 
reasons, ‘‘the Chief Magistrate is entitled to the 


the Constitution, and the just limits of executive 
power.”” 


They have resolved ‘‘ that they do not find the 
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used them for this purpose, could produce an 

pressure, but on the contrary, believing it was cal- 
| culated to afford relief, they have looked for other 

and more natural causes, and have assigned reasons 
which appear to me much more just, satisfactory, 
and correct. They tell us that they ‘believe the 
late pressure and consequent prostration of busi- 
ness, has been caused principally by the policy of 
the bank, designediy seizing upon a period when 
overtrading and a change from credit to cash 
| duties, favored its wicked purpose of coercing, 
| through the distresses of the country, the renewal 
| of its charter.” 
I shall not detain the House to notice but one 
other resolution adopted at this meeting, and that is 


' 
| 
| 
| 


|| an approval of the measure recently recommended 
|| by the Governor of that State, and which has 


| already become a law, whereby the credit of the 
| State is to be pledged, if needful, for the preser- 


|| vation of confidence, and for the protection of its 
gratitude of his countrymen for his observance of | 


power to create a bank incorporation granted in | 


the Federal Constitution,’’ and * that the existence 
of a great national banking institution is formi- 
dable and dangerous to liberty.’’? The charges on 
which the bank, in the opinion of the meeting, 
** stands condemned at the bar of public senti- 


ment,’’ are expressed in one of their resolutions in ||| 


clear, forcible, and concise terms, which, asl shall 
ask for the reading of the resolutions, I will not 
now repeat. 


| their resolutions they speak of the *‘ pressure and 


that has been, but does not now exist. They say 
‘* the late pressure,’’ &c.; and although they may 


| not be entirely relieved from its influence, yet I 


understand, from sources entitled to the fullest 


credit, that the times are much improved, business || 


| has resumed its accustomed activity, and the pro- 
| duce of thecountry in Western New York, instead 


of being reduced one third below its ordinary value, 


/as was stated a few days since by my honorable 
colleague, [Mr. Fittmore,] is now nearly or quite | 


up to former prices. The fullest evidence of the 
activity of business may be found in the weekly 
statements of the amount of tolls collected on the 
canals of that State; from which it appears that 
during the first week of navigation $44,642 were 
received for tolls, notwithstanding the reduction of 
the rates of tolls of 25 per cent. on merchandise, 


,and 10 per cent. on most articles of country pro- 
| duce, since last year. The following statement in 


the Onondaga Standard of April 30, which I have 
just received, will show the activity and prospects 


_ of business in that section of the country, the pre- 
dictions to the contrary notwithstanding: ** Mr. 


| «designed to run no further west than this place, | 
| * have taken freight through to Buffalo. Jn short, || 
‘no doubt can be eniertained that the business of the || 
* season will be greater and more profitable than it ever | 
his statement of facts, about which | 


* Webster would blush for his credulity if he were 
‘here to witness, in person the activity which 
‘prevails upon the canal. Instead of being re- 
‘duced, business is evidently greatly on the in- 
‘crease. The amountof tolls received at the office 


It will be noticed, sir, that in one of | 


| 
j 
} 
} 
| 
| 
| 


| 


citizens against any measures, on the part of the 
bank, that might embarrass them, or obstruct a 
successful prosecution of business. This measure 
I should not here have noticed, but from the fact, 
that it seemed to give the honorable gentleman 
from Ohio, [Mr. Corwin,] and some others, much 
serious alarm. But, sir, I must confess that in 
this most judicious and patriotic measure, which 
| has met the approbation of this meeting, and, I 
| believe, of a vast majority of the people of that 
State, | have not been able to discover anything 
that need excite alarm in the breast of that hon- 
orable gentleman, or any one else, except, indeed, 
it be such as might feel alarmed for those political 


|| prospects that would be liable to be darkened by 
consequent prostration of business,’’ as something | 





the restoration of confidence, the subsiding of the 
anic, and the active and prosperous renewal of 
usiness. Such, and such only, as see, or fancy 

| that they see, their political or party prospects 
| brighten in proportion as the distresses of the 
country increase, might, perhaps, in this respect, 


|| justly see in this measure some cause of alarm. 


‘the most of which this season is cleared at Salina, | 


‘is materially larger than for the same time last 
‘spring. For several days past, the crowd of 
‘ boats near this village has been excessive, and all 
‘of them are deeply freighted. The quantity of 
‘ merchandise coming up Is increasing, and such is 
‘the pressure below, that a line, whose boats were 


* has been.”’ “ 


there can be no mistake, is worthy of notice, as it 


exhibits a widely different and far more gratifying 


prospect, than might be apprehended from some 
other Memorials and resolutions which have just 
been read. 

It will be noticed that in one of these resolutions 
they have given us their opinion of the causes of 
that pressure and embarrassment in business, 
which has been experienced. And, sir, not being 
able to sia how the removal of the Gov- 


ernment deposites from the United States Bank, 


| 


where, under the curtailment of its discounts which 
was going on, they were not needed, and would not 
be used as a basis for discounting, and placing 
them in those banks that would, and that have 





| But, sir, I apprehend that many who have not 

taken the trouble to inform themselves upon this 
, subject, entertain the erroneous impression that 
this measure is designed to sustain what is gener- 
ally called the safety-fund banks of that State, 
which were supposed to be in imminent danger. If 
so, beg leave to say, that the safety and solvency 
of these banks is not, and has not been, questioned 
by the pore of that State, and the most perfect se- 
curity is felt by the holders of their notes, a security 
and confidence never so generally felt before the 
establishment of that system. But, in consequence 
of the attitude assumed by the United States Bank, 
its official declaration of ability to crush the local 
_ banks, and the evident indications of a disposition 


|| to make a demonstration of its power upon the 
|| institutions of that State, has rendered it prudent, 


| on the part of the banks, to diminish their circula- 
tion and curtail their discounts, in order to be pre- 
| pared forthe worst. This has necessarily deprived 

the people of their ordinary banking accommoda- 
| 


'| tions, and produced a scarcity of money. To en- 
‘here, upon all other shipments except lumber, || 


able the city banks to afford the necessary facilities 
| for the transaction of its extensive business, and 
| to meet any emergency that may arise, as well as 
| to preserve public confidence, and to render to the 
people of the State at large such aid as circum- 
stances may possibly require, the credit of the 
State is to be pledged for the loan of six millions 
of dollars, four millions of which is to be loaned to 
the banks of the city of New York, if, in the opin- 
ion of the Board of Commissioners constituted to 
conduct this business, *‘ the public exigencies shall 
require it,’? and the remainder to pass into the 
hands of the Commissioner of Loans in the seve- 
ral counties of the State, to be by them loaned to 
individuals on security of real estate, if the boards 
of supervisors in the several counties shall ‘‘ deter- 
mine that their citizens require it.”” But, sir, it 8 
hoped, and even believed, that this loan may not 
be called for or required; for, seeing confidence re 
stored, business resuming its accustomed channels 
and activity, and the zzis of State protection cast 
over the enterprise, the business, and the institu 
tions of the State, the bank will hardly be disposed 
to make a demonstration of its power in that quar 
ter, if it has so designed; and, relieved from all 
embarrassing apprehensions of this sort, the local 
banks are amply sufficient for all the wants of the 
enterprise and the business of the people. 
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